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The Greatest Blessing 
By Annie Johnson Flint 


AY after day He showers us with blessings, 
Night after night His bounty overflows, 
Joy unto joy His boundless love is adding, 
Gift unto gift his faithfulness bestows. 


Behind us all the past with good is studded, 
Star-points of light in memory’s darkening skies, 
And, faring onward to the unknown future, 
Before us still new constellations rise. 


But when the sun springs forth in radiant splendor 
And floods the world with glory and with light, 

How swift the shadows flee! How melts the darkness! 
How pale the stars that seemed so fair and bright! 


So when we let Him in—the Life Abundant— 
Fling wide the doors and drop the hindering bars, 
He comes, the Giver, all His gifts transcending 
As doth the sun the rushlights of the stars. 








Why Too Busy? 


Are .we ever prevented from doing what we 
ought to do, because we are too busy? We have 
all said that was the reason; is it ever the real 
reason? To an old man, past ninety years, a friend 
spoke about his relation to Christ. “I haven’t time 
to talk to you about that,” was the answer; “I’m 
too busy with other things.” What a contrast to 
this dark picture is the little boy-who said to his 
father recently, “Father, it seems to me as though 


Jesus and I had always been friends.” Our real 
reasons for keeping away from Jesus, or for fail- 
ing to do his will and his work, will some day seem 
as pitifully thin and poor to us as they now do 
to Him. But he loves us now and always, in spite 
of them. Shall we not, this moment, let him sweep 
all false reasoning out of our lives, and keep it out 
forever, by letting him be to us our wisdom and 


our very Life? 
a 


Our Goal 


No grown-up can be too childlike to please God. 
And there is no other way to please Him. Hudson 
Taylor said with rare insight: “Christ’s life began 
in the cradle and ended at the cross. The Christian’s 
life begins at the cross, and ends in the cradle.” The 
holiest saint is ever getting lowlier. The veteran 
and spiritual giant of apostolic days, Paul himself, 
passed into the presence of his Lord more truly a 
child than he had ever been in the long course of the 
good fight that he had so victoriously fought. Being 
really a child in spirit is, for any grown person, a 
miracle that is possible only by way of the cross. 
To die daily is to grow ever more completely into 
that consciousness of helplessness that rejoices in let- 
ting Christ be all. 

ya 


Printed Blackness 

Wrong: speaking is bad; wrong writing is worse. 
A well-known publisher has been quoted as saying 
that “there is no such thing in print as a white lie; 
all printed lies are black lies; the spoken lie is 
evanescent and of limited effect, but the printed lie 
reaches thousands and hundreds of thousands, and 
its destructive influence cannot be estimated.” So 
it is of anything untruthful or unloving or un- 
guarded that we put into black and white in even 
a personal letter to a friend; this is almost certain 
to do a great deal more harm than the same word 


spoken in conversation. Ink and paper preserve 
e sin; the words are likely to be read and reread 
by the one who is injured or wounded or antagonized 
by them. It is never safe to take pen or pencil in 
hand. while we have in our hearts even a feeling 
that is wrong. 
ya 


At the Reunion 


Separations belong only to this earth. They are 
among the sorrows that can have no place in heaven. 
A group of Christian friends were saying good-bye 
to each other at the close of a conference that had 
been rich in fellowship and other God-given privi- 
leges. It was not easy to separate as the time came 
when they must; then one of them said, “We who 
are here at this conference will never see the last 
of each other.” That is what the great Reunion day 
will mean to all members of the Body of Christ. 
“Together with them... shall we ever be with 
the Lord.- Wherefore comfort one another with 
these words.” 

a 


When Almost is Not Enough 


Most of us take too much solid comfort in im- 
perfection. We are so pleased with what we have 
done right that we are not enough troubled by what 
we have done wrong. The Secretary of the Na- 
tional Vigilance Committee of the Associated Ad- 
vertising Clubs of the World quotes a retail mer- 
chant as saying, “It isn’t enough to have a majority 
of the ads in the paper honest—you can’t tolerate 
an egg which is nineteen-twentieths good.” If we 
have never noticed it, we might be surprised to dis- 
cover how insistently God’s Word reiterates the in- 
junction to go the whole way, to be complete, to be 
“perfect” in our practical righteousness. And God 
makes complete provision for our doing this when 
he gives us Christ as our life. 


If We Could Live Our Lives. Over Again 


a 

F WE could live our lives over again” is one of 
ie subjects which people are always raising in 

conversation, but never seem to finish. But the 
frequency with which the suggestion comes up is 
after all quite creditable to humanity. If, however, 
few of us would wholly dare to commit ourselves to 
a categorical answer as to whether we would like to 
live our lives over again, all of us can fix upon some 
things that we should specially like to do if a second 
chance at life were to be given to us. 

It is interesting to reflect upon the things that a 
few of God’s saints have thought of very seriously 
as things which they had left out of their lives and 
missed as they came to reckon up their efforts. And 
even as they name these omissions, they endear the 
missing virtues to us by their confession of longing 
for them almost as much as if they had possessed 
them. It goes without saying that in this list we shall 
not find many things that are showy or dramatic. 


When Dr. Dale, of Birmingham, was looking over 
his ministry, and wondering if there were any great 
truth that he had left out and that the Scripture 
puts in, he said he came upon one which had bulked 
very small in his preaching, and that was the sub- 
ject of rewards. Christ was constantly speaking 
of them, They loom large in the Bible, and what 
is more, they loom up in human hearts, no matter 
what cold custom has forbidden us to speak much 
about them. And through some timidity of think- 
ing that made it seem unworthy of a Christian to 
be looking to the reward, he had almost left it out 
of his ministry. And he said if he were to live his 
life over again he would keep that in the place 
where the Gospel kept it. 

Many times we have almost dropped out of the 
race because we have lost. sight of the reward and 
the goal. We have lost the cheer which comes 


from keeping the eye upon it, and have looked to 
the things around us to furnish satisfaction. Life 
is poorer throughout the Christian Church because 
of our hesitancy in speaking to each other of these 
hopes and incentives. Men forget what they are 
striving for, and so when the prize begins to seem 
dim or doubtful they are apt to take up with the 


- passing interest and make the most of it, or give 


up the fight altogether. The stoic may counsel peo- 
ple to give up all thought of a reward and steel 
themselves to expecting nothing, but Christ never 
hesitates about it, nor do his apostles, and they keep 
flowing through the heart warm currents of ex- 
pectation. Dale felt that by this omission he had 
stinted Christian expectations, and henceforth he 
let these generous hopes throb more unrestrainedly 
in his heart and speech. 


John Watson, of Liverpool, asked himself what 
he would do differently if he were to have his life 
over again and boldly decided that if he were to 
have another chance he would make his a more com- 
forting ministry. He had realized thoroughly how 
much people needed strength and invigoration. Life 
easily becomes apathetic and it needs tonic and in- 
spiration. Probably all younger men are apt to think 
that people hardly need anything else. But there is 
such a thing as over-stimulation, and God has other 
messages to us besides “Be strong.” The Christian 
life is not all spur and drive, but to be full and com- 
plete it needs just as much rests by the way, dear 
moments of communion and intimacy when work 
drops for a little out of sight and thought. 

A vigorous man who had worked without stint 
through the years, and had never faltered in fac- 
ing duty, came into an experience of sharp bereave- 
ment, and said to a friend with tears, “I think for 
just now I can stand a good deal of petting.” Com- 
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fort, not strength, was what he needed then. Noth- 
ing is more wearisome than the ceaseless exhorta- 
tion t. work, to people who are always working 
anyway. And John Watson felt that given another 
try at life, he would feel appeals and opportunities 
to ease and rest and heal men’s hearts that he had 
always missed before. We have no idea how much 
soreness there is in the hearts all around us. 


And Horace Bushnell said that if he were to live 
his life over again there was one thing he would 
not do. He would not push. That was a good deal 
for Horace Bushnell to say, for he was always 
quick and impetuous. He had begun life by sup- 
posing that he could drive into the very center of 
the Christian life by force of intellectual inquiry, 
and achieve its heights and its visions by strength 
of mind and method. It seemed the virile way to 
do. But he learned that some things could not be 
forced, but that we must wait their unfolding. And 
also, important as it was to achieve some ends, 
they were often rendered more distant by the crowd- 
ing and pushing by which one naturally sought to 
attain them. He lived to learn how much _ high- 
spiritedness there might be in patience, and con- 
cealed behind long periods of waiting. 

Pushing ranks high in the eyes of the world, and 
we are not a little puzzled by the consistent refrain 
that rings so quietly through the Bible bidding men 
wait. Our supposed swiftness is often hindrance 
to God. Our drastic measures, which in our heat we 
are sure are just the things we ought to take, and 
which seem so bold and direct, are often but the 
stupidest fumbling. It is hard to wait, and both 
the world around us and our own heart within us 
will accuse us often enough of being but feeble 
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creatures when we do it, but pushing in the long 
run only pushes us out of the way. And so Bush- 


nell found out that God was swifter than he was. 


Archibald Campbell Tait, the greatest Archbishop 
of Canterbury since Tillotson, whose wisdom guided 
thousands of men through troublous times (were 
there ever any times that .were not troublous?), 
said that he wished he had taken more pains to at- 
tach some men to him when the thing could have 
been done perfectly well. But looking back he 
realized that he had let them go too easily, and 
through pride or disinclination of the moment had 
let them go. We are too prodigal with our friend- 
ships, and go hungering for friends, as we suppose, 
when we have left one after another slip away 
through not taking some very little pains that would 
have saved them to us. Christ saved everything that 
could be saved, and loved to see that which was 
about to slip unheeded away, and become wasted, 
turned to account. There is some cruel influence at 
work in all our hearts which makes us just somehow 
refuse to say the word in season that would gladden 
and hold to us many a heart. Some mysterious of- 
fishness in us makes us withhold the good word 
that is a!most on our lips to say, which we could 
even say enthusiastically after we had said it once 
or twice. 


So if the reasons which great souls have for wish- 
ing perhaps another chance at life are such simple 
ones as these, perhaps most of us, and especially 
those who are younger, may so take the matter in 
hand that we shall not have to entertain the wish 
to go back over it. It is good to know how familiar 
and attainable by al! of us are the things that great 
souls have regretted they had left out of their lives. 





How Let Go of Self? 


I am not a victorious Christian, and I cannot grasp 
just how to attain what seems to be the ideal life. 
How can I let go of self?—An Ohio Seeker. 


Simply tell Christ that you are now ready to have 
him do his entire will in your life all the time. Are 
you ready for this? If so, tell Him so. That is 
all. That is “letting go.” Instantly Christ will take 
you at your word, and will take entire control of 
your life—if you trust him to do so. For he gives 
you his word that he will. He says, “My grace is 
sufficient for thee” (2 Cor. 12:9). Never forget 
that the moment we have thus “let go” it becomes 
Christ’s responsibility to live his life in his fulness 
in us; to break the whole power of all known sin 
in our life; to produce in us all the fruit of the 
Spirit at once,—‘“love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness,  self- 
control” (Gal. 5:22). But He cannot do this if 
we wait to see whether he has done it before we 
believe that he is doing it. We must believe before 
he can work the miracle in us. If we say that we 
will wait until we have some evidence that the miracle 
has been worked, we shall wait for the rest of our 
life. But if we believe Him now, not because He 
has proved that he is keeping his word, but be- 
cause we know that his word is true without any 
proof, then at once he will accomplish the miracle 
in us. 

That is all that we need to do when we “let go, and 


let God.” 
Pan 


Victory in Letter Writing 


Some months ago the Editor of The Sunday 
School Times asked for intercession by the readers 
in behalf of special meetings in Kansas, Nebraska, 
and Iowa, where he was to speak on the truth of vic- 
tory in Christ. Those prayers were answered with 
rich blessing; and at Des Moines, Iowa, there was a 
notable and unexpected blessing in view of certain 
real difficulties. Weeks later the Editor received 
this postal card from a consecrated, victorious mis- 
sionary in Algiers: 


The Sunday School Times of April 15 arrived to-day, 
duet in time for me to have fellowship with you at Des 

oines, Iowa. I trust it has been Victory all along the 
line. Don’t be afraid of keeping the Christ-life to the 
front. I am bringing it into “detail.” 

The holy fellowship of correspondence was becoming 
a “burden” to keep up. I commenced to take all unan- 
swered letters to the Lord “daily,” and take His orders. 
It kept them warm and ghodhad neglect, but still they 
were a burden to keep cleared up. 

Last week I handed that department of my life over 
to Him. He detained me at home on Ghenting from a 
picnic party, and “‘we” joyfully cleared the file, thirty or 
forty; and now “we” clear them day by day. I feel He 
is going to make this “open door” a service of joy. 


People who emphasize the truth of Victory by faith 


are sometimes accused of living “up in the clouds,” 
and of ignoring practical duties while congratulating 





themselves that they are being kept from sin. This 
word from the thick of things in Algiers has a very 
practical ring to it. It sounds systematic, methodi- 
cal, business-like. For true, all-round Victory in 
Christ is always that, It means that we shall work, 
“do things,” in the very energy and efficiency of God. 
And we shall be used to bring miracles to pass on the 
other side of the world, too, as this Algiers inter- 
cessor won his victory for Des Moines. 


a 
Are Natural Men Ever Good ? 


In your number of May 20 you had an editorial deny- 
ing the existence of a so-called “Divine spark” in any 
unsaved man. 

Whether that is true or not in regard to the Divine 
spark, it at least is true that every human being has 
possibilities of goodness in him which God alone sees, 
and is able through Christ to bring out and develop. 
I believe in the new birth, and preach it; but I confess 
that many times I am puzzled how to answer some 
people when they point out to me a man who does 
manifest.a great deal of kindness, who does many good 
deeds, who manifests much of what we call Christian- 
ity, more than many who profess to be Christiarfs, and 
yet who chaims that he is not a Christian. 

Who is the author of any goodness which an un- 
saved man may manifest? Is the devil the author 
of it, or is the individual, or is God? Does goodness 
exist outside of God and as an expression of Him in a 
man’s, life? Is there such a thing as “natural good- 
ness? 

You are compelled to ask yourself, if goodness does 
not come from God where does goodness come from? 
I confess I am not able to answer, except that God 
alone is good and all goodness must come from God. 
But that is not satisfying, nor does it fit the case 
very often. A man cannot save himself; a moral man 
is iost unless he takes Jesus Christ as his Saviour. 
If you can help to clear my mind and teaching on this 
pone I shall be very thankful—A New York State 

astor. 


All real goodness must come from God. But it 
may help if we distinguish between the goodness 
which is God, and that outward conformity to God’s 
law which results in what men call good actions. 
That outward conformity to God’s law we may in 
one sense call “goodness,” yet it does not please God. 

For the New Testament makes an absolute divid- 
ing line between the natural man, and the new nat- 
ure which saved men receive from God. That new 
nature is wholly good. That old nature can do noth- 
ing which pleases God, even though it may do many 
things that in one sense might be called good. The 
apostle says, “The mind of the flesh [that is, the 
mind of the natural man] is enmity against God; 
for it is not subject to the law of God, neither in- 
deed can it be: and they that are in the flesh can- 
not please God” (Rom. 8:7, 8). It seems clear, 
then, that the so-called “goodness” of the unregen- 
erate man cannot possibly be pleasing to God; and 
the reason must be that the heart essence of real 
goodness as God sees it is lacking. 

It apparently is not true that “every human. being 
has possibilities of goodness in him which Ged alone 
sees, and is able through Christto bring out’ and 
develop.” If that were true, no new birth, or néw 
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creation, would be needed for the unsaved man. 
Yet every one who is to be saved must be, not “de- 
veloped,” but born again (John 3: 3, 7). 
Doubtless a large part of our confusion on the 
subject comes from our human ideas of “goodness.” 
ess in God’s sight is not merely morality, not 
mere human kindness, or generosity, or even what 
seems to be love; it is a supernatural fruit, action, 
or expression of a sinless Spirit, even Cod himself 
within the “born again” Christian. Test what seems 
to be “natural goodness” by Galatians 5:22, and the 
difference is seen: “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, self-con- 
trol.” Love, again, is to be tested by the humanly 
impossible standards of the Sunday-school lesson of 
August 6, the 13th chapter of First Corinthians. 
urther light on this question will be found in 
the chapter on “The Believer’s Two Natures” in Dr. 
C. I. Scofield’s little book “Rightly Dividing the 
Word of Truth” (Charles C. Cook, 150 Nassau 
Street, New York; 15 cents); and in a pamphlet 
reprint of an editorial on “Total Depravity” from 
The Sunday School Times, “Why Men 
Are on the Road to Hell” (che pamphlet may be 
had without charge from H. J. K., 5 Sanford Pface, 
Jersey City, N. J.). 
ya 


What the Unpardonable Sin is Not 


If a Christian gets into such a state of opposition 
toward God that he thinks disrespectful and sarcastic 
thoughts toward Him and His Holy Spirit, thoughts of 
doubt and unbelief, has he sinned the “unforgivable” 
sin,” or is it still possible for him to come back to God 
and be restored?—A Galveston Reader. 


Any one who wants to come back to God and be 
restored, can be. Any one who fears that he ma 
have committed the unpardonable sin preves, by his 
fear, that he has not. Any one in this life who 
wants to be forgiven for any sin whatsoever can be 
instantly and completely forgiven. No matter what 
have been one’s thoughts or words of doubt and 
unbelief, irreverence, or even blasphemy toward the 
Father, the Son, or the Holy Spirit,—if he wants 
forgiveness, if he wishes to be restored, he can have 
instant forgiveness and restoration when he con- 
fesses his sin and claims his forgiveness, in blind 
faith, in the name of Jesus and because of His shed 
blood. For God gives us His sacred and inviolable 
word for this. Our Lord Jesus himself said: “Him 
that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out” (John 
6:37). Almost the last word in the entire Bible 
makes the free, unconditional offer of salvation to 
all who desire it,—the only condition being that they 
believe that God means what he says: “He that 
is athirst, let him come: he that will, let him take 
the water of life freely” (Rev. 22:17). One who is 
afraid that .he has committed the unpardonable sin, 
and desires to be forgiven and restored, is thirsting. 
To such God offers instant forgiveness through 
Jesus Christ. 

The Gospel message as a whole makes this plain: 
merely blasphemous words or thoughts against even 
the Holy Spirit do not constitute the unpardonable 
sin, that unpardonable “blasphemy against the Spirit” 
that “shall not be forgiven.” What our Lord there 
spoke of (Matt. 12: 22-32) goes far deeper than mere 
words and thoughts against the Spirit, of which 
many have been guilty at one time or another and 
have been completely forgiven and restored. The 
unforgivable sin against the Holy Spirit is such a 
complete, permanent and incurable repudiation of 
God by a human being that this one sees no funda- 
mental difference between Satan and God. That is 
the sin that the “Pharisees were committing when 
they said that the Messiah, upon whom the Holy 
Spirit had come, was doing his works “by Beelzebub 
the prince of the demons” (Matt. 12: 24). 

One who has committed the unforgivable sin is 
not troubled. by that fact, and has no desire for 
forgiveness. Let us never forget this as we study 
various passages in the Word of God that deal with 
that hopeless separation of a human being from God 
which leaves one in callous, contented indifference to 
the love of God and the grace of God and the de- 
mands of God. Many a fearful tortured soul can 
be instantly delivered from his fear and suffering 
if he remembers this,—that: 


Any one who is afraid that he has committed 
the unpardonable sin thereby proves, by his fear, 
that he has not committed it. The very fact that 
he is troubled over what he supposes to be sin 
shows that he is in touch with God;. that the Holy 
Spirit is with him; for those who are abandoned 
by the Holy Spirit are not troubled over any sin, 
either real or imaginary. 

Any one who wants to be forgiven and restored 
to full fellowship with God proves, by that very 
desire, that he has not committed the unpardon- 
able sin. His desire for forgiveness proves that 
the Holy Spirit is present in his life. 

Any one who wants to be forgiven can instantly 
be forgiven. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and righteous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). | 
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When Faith Let God Work at Princeton Conference 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 


Why they came, what they got, and what 


happened after they left 








station in Princeton, New Jersey, on one of the 

days of the “third full week in July,” which 
each year is a week of great miracles in that famous 
old university town. For during that week Prince- 
ton Conference meets. But these three young women 
were not Princeton Conference girls, and probably 
did not know that such a meeting was going on. 
They were complaining in rather outspoken fashion 
about the delayed trolley, when a young girl who 
did belong to Princeton Conference came up to them. 

“What time is the trolley due?” she asked. 

“It should have been here five minutes ago.” 

“Well, while we are waiting for it, shall we talk? 
Are you girls saved?” 

One answered that she always had been saved, 
the other two confessed that they were not Chris- 
tians. A little talk followed, with certain very per- 
tinent Scripture verses. In a moment or two the 
young woman who believed she always had been 
saved saw herself as a sinner. 

In an incredibly short time the trolley car ap- 
peared. The three young women had been touched,— 
not by the simple testimony of their new little friend, 
but by the Holy Spirit of God. 

“Will you promise to think about this and read 
your Bibles regularly, and pray?” asked the Prince- 
ton Conference girl, as the car drew near. 

“Can’t we accept Jesus as our Saviour now?” 
asked one of the girls. 

Three new girls boarded the trolley that was to 
take them away from Princeton, rejoicing in the de- 
lay, and happy in the possession of Jesus Christ as 
their Saviour. 

“That is one of the reasons I wanted you to come 
to the Princeton Conference,” said her unseen 
Friend to this little bearer of glad tidings as she 
walked back to the seminary campus, where Prince- 
ton Conference holds its sessions. 


When She Had No Money for Expenses 


One of the first to enroll for the conference, 
weeks before its opening, was a young woman of 
about twenty, who after she paid her thrée dollars 
enrolment fee had no idea where the balance of the 
money would come from to pay her conference ex- 
penses. She enrolled because the Lord had told her 
he wanted her to go to the conference. She was 
not going because she lacked a Victorious Life—that 
glad experience of joy and ease and victory in Christ 
had come to her some time before,—indirectly as 
the result of Princeton Conference. This year her 
desire was to go back and help others. She knew 
that if the Lord wanted her to get to the conference 
he would provide the money. She laid aside a lit- 
tle as she was able, and soon had twelve dollars 
saved toward her expenses. But the Lord told her 
he wanted that twelve dollars turned into another 
work, and without hesitation it was given. She he- 
gan saving again, and when the fund had reached 
ten dollars, clear word came from the Lord that he 
needed this money also for something else. 

The morning she was ready to leave for Princeton 
was a real testing time, as she still needed ten dol- 
lars to meet the expenses. She decided that perhaps 
the Lord wished her to remain only a day or two, 
and she went to the conference. On the opening day 
the business manager received a special delivery let- 
ter; in the envelope was a note addressed to this 
young woman. It was a note from one whom she 
did not know, but who had heard her give a testimony 
to the power of Christ to win victory. He wrote 
that he did not know anything of her financial needs, 
but the Lord had laid it upon him to send her some 


Tssion young women were standing in a trolley 


money. He left the note unsigned, that all the glory 
might be God’s, as he said. In the envelope was ten 
dollars. It was this young woman who met the girls 


who were complaining because the trolley was de- 
layed. And this was but one of the reasons why 
God wanted her at Princeton Conference. 


A Pittsburgh business man had his life revolu- 
tionized during the 1915 Conference by stepping out 
in whole-hearted faith upon God’s Word, accepting 
the gift of Victory as he would settle a business 
proposition, without any emotion. It was planned 
that in the Monday evening meeting of the 1916 
Conference he should give his testimony to the 
miracles God had worked for him during the year. 
But on Saturday, the opening day, a letter came from 

_ him saying that he would not be at the conference. 
Some who received this word felt that Satan was 
hindering. _Prayer was offered ;.a telegram was sent; 
and on Monday evening this business man was in 
Princeton giving his, testimony. It was a_ quiet, 
straightforward narration of God's. sufficiency . to 
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The wonder of it is that this story tells not one- 
fiftieth of the great outpouring of blessing—which 
appears at this writing to be going on with increas- 
ing power in hundreds of lives. Mr. Trumbull will 
give iurther impressions of the conference in a later 
article, and Mc. Banks will give a glimpse of the 
missionary side in the next Missionary Watch 
Tower.! As the prayers of Times readers have 
been such a factor in what God has done, shall we 
not continue our intercession for this movement, 
and others linked with it, that God’s Spirit may 
lay hold of thousands of Christians in a new way 
and stir the whole church of Christ. 








turn a self-satisfied, “important” church worker into 
a power for God, and to make a new husband and 
father who was never betrayed into irritation or un- 
kindness by anything that might happen in the home. 
The message swept with convicting power into scores 
of hearts of men and women who saw their own 
experience in the frank story of this man’s life. 

There was one young man who had been un- 
touched by every message until he heard this 
straightforward testimony of the Pittsburgh busi- 
ness man. They got in touch with one another, and 
a night or two after there was a memorable hour 
for that young man when he saw that he could ac- 
cept victory and everything needed in his life as an 
outright gift from God. He yielded completely and 
accepted the gift. 

There was a young woman also who had not been 
reached by any other message, and who walked with 
this business man to the train when he left for 
home about the middle of the week. For the first 
time in her life she then took the definite step of 
being willing to surrender everything to God: This 
young man and young woman had come to the con- 
ference together. They were prayed there, after 
their other vacation plans had been settled and they 
were sure they were not going to the conference. 
Indeed, it was about the last place that the young 
woman wanted to spend her vacation. 


Yes, God had a hand in sending people to Prince- 
ton. A hundred instances could be given of guid- 
ance as definite as in these remarkable cases. There 
were somewhat over four hundred people at the 
conference,—some of them for only one day, many 
for only part of a week. They represented nearly 
a score of different Christian bodies—no one ever 
thought of “denominations” at Princeton, we were 
all one in Christ Jesus; they came from California, 
Kansas and Colorado, from Arizona, New Mexico 
and Florida, from Maine and New England, and 
from Toronto, as well as the near-by points. There 
were missionaries from China, Korea, India, Arabia, 
Porto Rico, and the home fields. Some delegates 
came because they were hungry for the Victorious 
Life, some because they wanted to help others; some 
came not because they wanted to, but because they 
were prayed there. 


Did God Want Him at Princeton? 


A consecrated Christian worker, Mr. O., who five 
years ago entered into the Spirit-filled life, and has, 

believe, been living continuously in victory since 
that day, was asked to come to the conference to 
help in an important department of the work. After 
arriving he asked himself whether he was really in 
the Lord’s will. For there were many heavy obliga- 
tions in his own work resting upon him. In one of 
the pre-conference prayer-meetings of those gath- 
ered a few days before the opening, this man was 
praying, when suddenly the Holy Spirit gripped him 
and flooded’ his whole being with the presence of 
God. “Lord Jesus, we love thee,” were the words 
he said when he broke down and finished his prayer 
mingled with tears, guided by the Spirit out of a 
heart overflowing with God’s love. 

On the opening Sunday of the conference he told 
a friend of his question about his being in the Lord’s 
will, and then said that the special anointing God 
had given him in that little prayer-meeting had con- 
tinued with him and that he was absolutely certain 
he was just where God wanted him to be, and that 
God had some definite service in view for which the 
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special anointing was granted him. This friend had 
come to Mr. O. to ask his intercession for the vesper 
meeting that evening, which he was to lead. He 
felt peculiarly unfitted for it because of the many 
interruptions that had prevented preparation of the 
message, and in his own spiritual life there was a 
real need. When the two friends kneeled together to 
pray about the meeting, Mr. O. first laid hold upon 
God. Then his friend began to pray, and the Holy 
Spirit gripped him, filling his heart with a great 
love and compassion for the members of the con- 
ference, pouring out his own prayer in sobbing 
tones of love and eager desire after men’s souls. 

The presence of God came upon the meeting that 
night, and many were moved to lead in prayer. The 
message also went home, and right through the week 
there was revealed this one and that who had been 
convicted. 


One young man whose conceptions of Christianity 
had -been torn to pieces in that meeting came to the 
leader seeking light. Though not yet thirty, he was 
an elder in his church and superintendent of his 
Sunday-school. He held a business position of re- 
sponsibility, and it was inconceivable to him that any 
business man could be free from worry and anxiety 
about his business every moment of every day,— 
even when he was not sure that certain bills would 
be paid at the right time. 

“I have been a Christian all my life,” he said, 
“and I never heard that it was possible to get victory 
over all known sin. There is no Christian like that 
in our town. I am not saying it is not true. But 
it is an entirely new thing to me.” 


A Sunday-School Superintendent’s Difficulty 


This earnest Christian went on to say that he 
learned from the Shorter Catechism that “No mere 
man, since the fall, is able, in this life, perfectly to 
keep the commandments of God; but doth daily break 
them in thought, word, and deed.” He felt, as he 
put it, that he had to sin if he wanted to be ortho- 
dox. His friend told him that the statement of the 
Shorter Catechism was correct. “But a man who has 
Christ dwelling within him and living his life for 
him, winning his victories for him, supplying all his 
needs, giving him peace and joy, is not a ‘mere man.’ 
It is really an insult to the Lord to call such a man 
a mere man.” And the catechism is correct, too, if 
the area of undiscovered sin is in view. But the 
“orthodox” ‘interpretation of this phase briefly put 
is, “a Christian must sin,” must fall at some time 
before known temptation. 

Yet it is the privilege of every Christian to live 
every day of his life without breaking the laws of 
God in known sin either in thought, word or deed. 
This is an amazingly new message to thousands of 
earnest Christians, who, like this young business man, 
are serving the Lord to the very best of their 
knowledge. With many others he went from Prince- 
ton Conference with the ideas of a life-time utterly 
upset, and rejoicing in the sufficiency of Christ to 
meet every need, even to take away every whit of 
anxiety in business and in church work, however 
dark the outward circumstances might be. 


In God’s plan for bringing certain people to Prince- 
ton Conference to do certain work or to get certain 
blessings, He found it necessary to upset a good 
part of the pre-arranged program. Or if God did 
not directly upset the program he used the changes 
in a marvelous way. Dr. Scofield was to lead the 
Bible period for four days. He gave the opening 
message on Sunday morning in the Bible period, and 
then on Sunday evening he came to give the message 
at the church. Dr. Scofield was much overcome by 
the heat, and went to the church in great physical 
weakness. But he said that he simply had to go; God 
was sending him. The fortieth chapter of Isaiah 
was read, and his intention was to bring a message 
on the last verse of that chapter. But as he rose to 
speak the Lord told him definitely to take other 
Scriptures and speak on the Spirit-filled life-as the 
privilege of every Christian. It was a message of 
marvelous power, straight from the heart of God, 
and it lifted the hearers into a place of eager desire 
to appropriate such a life. The effort exhausted 
Dr. Scofield, and as the intense heat continued he 
was unable to give his other three messages. 

One of Dr. Scofield’s hours was taken by a man 
whom God sent from the trenches in Europe. Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph -C. Norton after landing in New 
York came immediately ta Princeton, reaching there 
on ‘the opening Saturday evening. Mr. Norton told 
of the miracles cf-soul-saying among the British and 
Belgian soldiers, and at. the close of that. first meet- 
ing, Mrs. Norton. sang “Tell. Mother I'll be There” 
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as she sang it in the meetings for the soldiers. Hearts 
were touched just as they were in those camps in 
England. Mr. Norton gave the invitation as he did 
in the soldiers’ meetings, this time asking for Chris- 
tians who would yield themselves completely to God, 
which some did. Then when he as for those 
Christians who would trust the grace of Christ to 
use them as soul-winners, as one man almost the 
entire audience rose. 

On Wednesday night Mrs. Norton took the place 
of another speaker who was unable to come, and at 
that aes there was an even greater outpo 
of God's Spirit. Mrs. Norton told her per 
experience of entering into the Victorious Life after 
she had gone to work among the soldiers. When 
the invitation was given for those who would yield 
completely and accept Christ as their Victory, no less 
than thirty took this definite stand. All knew that 
it was because God was present. a 

On another evening the Spirit seemed to guide to 
a very sudden decision to ask Dr. Howard Agnew 
Johnston to give the message. Dr. Johnston was 
present throughout the week, leading one of the mis- 
sion groups in the study of the “New Era in Asia,” 
and had also addressed the conference from the 
platform. On the evening that he was mnexpesteey 
called upon to give the message, the Living was 
so lifted up that young people and older people tes- 
tified that they had been gripped as never before in 
their lives. The message was on the atmosphere of 
spiritual power,—the absolute necessity that God is 
under to have human faith before he can perform 
miracles. “Some people suppose,” the preacher said, 
“that God could, if He wished, pour out great 
spiritual blessings upon Princeton. Nothing could 
be farther from the truth. God cannot pour out any 

reater blessing than our faith permits Him to do. 
Gaa went out from that meeting with the message 
that was quoted from Moody ringing in their ears, 
“God is longing to find a man to whom he dare en- 
trust more power than He now dares to trust to any 
living man.” Moody had said it with a sob in his 
voice as a confession that he was not that man. 

Another change in the program was caused one 
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morning by a sudden downpour of rain. At the close 
of Dr. Griffith Thomas’ Bible iod in the morning 
the delegates were to separate for the mission groups, 
and return at eleven o'clock for Mr. Trumbull’s hour 
on the Victorious Life. The rain tapi oe: the 
leaving of Miller Chapel, where the Bible period was 
held, and it was decided to have Mr. Trumbull’s hour 
at ten o'clock in the chapel, to be followed by the 
mission groups later. One young man who had defi- 
nitely planned to go to his room to rest at the close 
of mission group period, and thus miss Mr. 
Trumbull’s hour, was among these who remained, 
yielded * and entered into the new life. A woman 
who had deliberately planned to avoid the period on 
the Victorious Life was kept in the chapel by the 
rain, and she too was among those who received 
Christ in his fulness. 


A young business man, who in his college days and 
afterward was closely associated with Christian work, 
came to Princeton for the closing day or two, bring- 
ing three or four friends with him that they might 
receive a new vision of Christ. But he soon discov- 
ered that he himself was not having victory, and 
was puzzled and convicted by all that he heard. He 
asked himself whether those who claimed victory 
were not guilty of a “holier than thou” spirit. He 
asked himself, too, whether this message was not 
entirely too subjective, paying little attention to 
Christian service. He had been present for the whole 
conference he would have found these very points 
considered. He went away hungry and disappointed. 
A few days later business called him to New York, 
but a heavy storm hindered the business and he went 
to a Y. M. C. A. reading room, found a report of 
the Keswick Convention of England, and read much 
of it. The last chapter answered the very questions 
about the Victorious Life that had been puzzling 
him. On the train back to Philadelphia he accepted 
the whole wondrous gift from God, and is'now radi- 
antly telling his friends of God’s sufficiency to meet 
every need. 

This young business man is but one of a number 
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Are We Near the End Time that Daniel Saw? 





Ninth in the series on ‘‘ What do the prophets say?” 


By C. I. Scofield, D.D. - - 





Before this age closes a great and terrible conqueror will arise who shall succeed, tem- 


poraney in doing what 
n 


apoleon and all other conquerors failed to do. 


Dr. Scofield, 


this sketch of the last seven years of the age, tells what is revealed through Daniel 
and Paul, and through our Lord himself, concerning this ominous personage who shall 
have incarnate in him the very power of Satad 


THE Prophet Daniel, the prophet of the 
“times of the Gentiles,” was given through the 
angel Gabriel a measure of time from the first 
year of Darius the Mede, first king of the second 
or Medo-Persian world empire (538 B. C.), to the 
full establishment of Messiah’s kingdom of heaven 
(Dan. 9:1, 20-27). The measure is given in a 
series of sevens, and of these there are to be seventy 
(Dan. 9:24). The word “weeks” is not in the orig- 
inal, which speaks only of seventy sevens. But the 
process of fulfilment makes it sure that “weeks,” 
that is, weeks of years—seven years to a “week” is 
right. In other words 490 years of the dealing of 
God with his chosen people were to interpose be- 
tween 538 B. C. and the consummation of that deal- 
ing in the establishment of the kingdom. But the 
prophecy does not say, nor may it be inferred, that 
the divine dealing is to be continuous—that is, with- 
out interruption. 

Indeed, certain divisions of the time are distinctly 
announced. There is, first, a period of seven sevens 
==49 years during which Jerusalem is to be rebuilt, 
and this was fulfilled as we are told by Ezra and 
Nehemiah. Secondly, there is to be a period of 
sixty-two sevens==434 years “unto the Messiah” who 
is to be “cut off.” And this also was exactly ful- 
filled according to Biblical chronology. Whatever 
confusion has existed at that point has been due to 
following the Ptolemaic instead of the Biblical 
chronology, as Anstey in his “Romance of Biblical 
Chronology” (Association Press, New York City, 
$2.75) has shown. 

But there is still one final seven, or “week,” to 
complete the “seventy sevens” or 490 years. of the 
divine dealing with Daniel’s people, “To finish the 
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to 
make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision 
and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy [place].” 
But this consummation is Kingdom work, as we 
know from the abundant testimony of the Prophets. 

We are, therefore, confronted with the question, 


Why did fulfilment of the seventy weeks’ prophecy 
stop short with the cutting off of Messiah at the 
end of the sixty-ninth week? It is the question 
which any acceptable scheme of prophetic inter- 
pretation must answer. 

The Biblical answer is to be found in our Lord’s 
revelation concerning his departure, return, and cer- 
tain “Mysteries of the kingdom of heaven” (that is, 
divine secrets hitherto hidden, but now revealed) 
which must be fulfilled during his absence. These 
“mysteries” are gathered into the thirteenth chapter 
of Matthew. From these it becomes evident that 
the events of Daniel’s last, or seventieth “seven,” that 
is, seven years, constitute a postponed dealing—the 
seventieth week of seven years is cut off, and sepa- 
rated from the sixty-nine; and the interval, already 
of nineteen hundred years’ duration, is the period 
during which the two great divine secrets—the out- 
calling of the church, and the mysteries of the king- 
dom of heaven, run their course. Both seem well- 
nigh completed. If this is true, the seventieth week 
of Daniel is upon the very horizon. 


The Events of the End Time 


It is significant that our Lord in his great prophetic 
discourse from the Mount of Olives, when he reaches 
the time of the end refers us to Daniel. It is not 
the way of God to discredit his prophets. 

“When ye therefore shall see the abomination of 
desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand 
in the holy place, (whoso readeth let him under- 
stand,)” etc. 

Turning, then, to Daniel’s ninth chapter we find 
the following: 

“And after the threescore and two weeks shall 
the anointed one be cut off, and shall have nothing: 
and the people of the prince that shall come shall 
destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end 
thereof shall be with a flood” (v. 26, R. V.). 

Here we are still on the firm ground of fulfilled 
prophecy. After the cutting off of Messiah, ful- 
filled in the crucifixion of Christ, the Romans came 
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against Jerusalem and destroyed city and temple, 
as preted by Daniel, and by our Lord. But the 


quoted goes farther. A “prince” is to come 
who is to be “the Abomination.” d now we know 


from whence he will come, for it was his 
the Romans, who were the destroyers. e will 
not, therefore, be a Russian, or a German, for Rome 


did not then rule those s. 
And, having mentioned the man who bulks so 
large in all prophecies of the consummation of the 
age or the cutting off of Messiah, the Spirit 
takes Daniel straight across the centuries to the 
“end”—that is to say, to the events of the postponed 
or seventieth week. 
“And even unto the end shall be war; desolations 
are determined” (v. 26). 
The “end” in Daniel, as a careful reading of the 
es will make clear, is not an instant of time, 
ut a period of time—the seventieth “week,” that 
is, the last seven years of this age. Unto this “end,” 
whatever easy optimists may imagine, “shall be war.” 
And so it has been from the date of the prophecy 
of the Seventy Weeks, 538 B. C. to this very year— 
2454 years of war. 
aving introduced “the prince that shall come” 
the Seventy Weeks prophecy adds a word as to his 


oings : 

“And he shall make a firm covenant with many 
for one week” (seven years): “and in the midst of 
the week” (that is, after three and one-half years) 
“he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to 
cease; and upon the pinnacle of abominations [that 
is, “as the summit abomination”] one that maketh 
desolate; and even unto the full end, and that de- 
termined, shall wrath be poured out upon the desola- 
tor” (Dan. 9:27). 

This “wrath” our Lord interprets: 

“For then shall be great tribulation, such as was 
not since the a oy of the world to this time, 
no, nor ever shall be” (Matt. 24:21). And the su- 
preme, or “pinnacle” abomination of the “prince 
that shall come” is something which he does in “the 
holy place.” .What that pinnacle abomination is we 
learn from express words in 2 Thessalonians 2: 1-10: 


Now we beseech you, brethren, touching the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gath- 
ering together unto him; to the end that ye be 
not quickly shaken from your mind, nor yet be 
troubled, either by «spirit, or by word, or by 
epistle as from us, as that the day of the Lord 
is just.at hand; let no man beguile you in any 
wise: for it will not be, except the falling-away 

‘come first,:and the man ‘of sin be revealed, the 
son. of perdition, he that opposeth and exalteth 
himself against all that is called God or that 
is worshipped; so that he sitteth in the temple 
of God, setting himself forth as God. Remem- 
ber ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told 
you these things? And now ye know that which 
restraineth, to the end that he may ‘be revealed 
in his own season. For the mystery of lawless- 
ness doth already work: only there is one that 
restraineth now, until he be taken out of the 
way. And then shall be revealed the lawless 
one, whom the Lord Jesus shall slay with the 
breath of his mouth, and bring to nought by the 
manifestation of his coming; even he, whose 
coming is according to the working of Satan 
with all power and signs and lying wonders, and 
with all deceit of unrighteousness for them that 
perish; because they received not the love of 
the truth, that they might be saved. 


Daniel’s “prince that shall come,” our Lord’s “abom- 
ination,” and Paul’s “man of sin,” all refer to the 
same person. He is a ruler, in political sovereignty 
over regions which include Jerusalem, for he makes 
a covenant with “many,” who can only be unbeliev- 
ing Jews in Jerusalem, permitting the restoration 
of the temple service (“sacrifice and oblation,” Dan. 
9:27) for one “week.” This covenant he violates 
in the middle of the week, and reaches the “pin- 
nacle” of his abominations by entering the holy 
place of the restored temple and demanding human 
worship. From this time the “great tribulation” 
begins (Matt. 24:21) and runs its awful course of 
three and one-half years—the last half of Daniel’s 
seventieth “week” (Dan. 12:11; Jer. 30:7; Dan. 
12:1; Matt. 24:23). The last seven years of the 
present age, then, witness the rise, reign, and de- 
struction of the fearful being thus referred to. 

But before the vision of the Seventy Weeks this 
personage has been revealed to Daniel. In the Wild 
Beast Vision of Daniel 7 he appears as the “little 
horn.” The whole course of the “times of the 
Gentiles” (Luke 21:24), which was shown to King 
Nebuchadnezzar as an imposing image, is revealed 
to Daniel under the similitude of four wild beasts, 
answering to the four world empires of the image 
vision, but exposing the true nature of Gentile 
world-rule as rapacious and insatiable. Following 
the four empires, but in some sense a continuation, 
or revival of the fourth, or Roman empire, Daniel 
sees ten kings (7:7, 24), “And the ten horns out of 
this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise.” But 
Daniel particularly “would know the truth” con- 




















LESSON FOR AUG. 27 (Acts 20 : 16-38) 


cerning a “little horn before whom there were three 
of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, be- 
hold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man 
{superior discernment], and a mouth speaking great 
things” (Dan. 7:8). : : 
Daniel is answered that the “little horn” is a 
king who shall arise after the ten kings have begun 
to reign over the ten kingdoms into which the for- 
mer Roman empire shall be divided in the time of 
the end, “and he shall be diverse from the first [the 
ten kings], and he shall subdue three kings. And he 
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shall speak great words against the most High, and 
shall wear out the saints of the most High” (Jews, 
as that expression shows), and the vision ends in 
the destruction of the “little horn,” and the es- 
tablishment of the kingdom of heaven. 
Douctaston, L. I. 
The fullest description of the end time is given in the Rev- 
elation itself. In the concluding part of this article, to be 
ublished in next week's issue, Dr. Scofield wiil show 
ow all the former prophecies about the last seven years 


are gathered up in Revelation, which also contains the 
fullest picture of ‘* the man of sin.”’ 





(A Belgian Hero’s Exploits for Christ | 





The difference that his comrades saw in Maurice By Mrs. Ralph C. Norton 





Mr. and Mrs. Norton are now in America for a brief time, having just come from the 
front line of trenches in Belgium, from an interview with the Belgian Queen (who 
accepted a Testament from them), and from still more coveted fellowship with Peter 
and their other spiritual children in the Belgian army. God seems clearly to be lead- 


ing into 


s of far-reaching significance for all Belgium, and these plans will be laid 


before The Sunday School Times friends of the work in a later issue. Maurice, whose 
story is told here, is one of the earlier trophies of grace in a work whose later develop- 
- ments have been startling in their supernatural character. 


tion, which is only given for bravery of the 

very highest order. On his sleeve were the 
stripes of a Sergeant Major. But there was some- 
thing above all these, in the sweetness of his face, 
that attracted the attention of Mr. Norton and led 
him to hand this Belgian boy a Gospel, as he stood 
at the entrance of one of London’s great stations. 

He took the little book with such good grace, and 
commenced to speak in such good English, that it 
was not long before he was invited to spend the 
remainder of his congé with us. And we shall 
never cease to thank God for bringing this boy 
across our path, for with Peter we shalt ever count 
him as one of the brightest trophies of: this very 
precious work with the Belgian soldiers. 

Of course we were curious to know how he 
had. obtained the coveted decoration - that. adorned 
his coat. But he disliked exceedingly to speak of 
it. At last he produced the official statement of 
his act, or rather acts, of bravery, and we were able 
to read it for ourselves. As sergeant-major, it 
fell to him to direct the movements of his men at 
the battle front, and compelled him to be in the 
line of hottest fire. At a most crucial time, he di- 
rected the bringing of ammunition supplies to the 
front trenches, and when all about him were fall- 
ing, yet he persevered, encouraging and directing 
his men until he himself fell, grievously wounded. 
For this and his fidelity at other times of equal 
hazard, he was recommended for the decoration. 
In the recommendation, which I read, his command- 
ing officer had written, “Never have I had a man 
under me who has shown more faithfulness and 
devotion to duty, and personal courage; he has never 
given cause for reproof or- reprimand.” 

After he fell wounded, he told me, he lay help- 
less; but after a bit he managed to stagger to his 
feet, and protecting his wounded shoulder as best 
he could walked along distance to where he was 
able to secure a temporary dressing. By that time 
he was almost fainting from loss of blood, and 
doesn’t remember much else until he came to him- 
self in a hospital in England. There he lay for 
months, suffering from fever and the infection of 
his wound, but at last, with his arm crippled for 
life, he emerged into the world of men. 


His First Visit to a Protestant Church 


He was given his discharge from the army, but 
refused it. He believed there was yet something 
for him to do at the front among his comrades, so 
as soon as his strength would permit he returned 
to the front. He was in London on congé when we 
met him, and soon after returned again to the front. 

Maurice had come from one of the leading fam- 
ilies of Antwerp, a family of wealth and position, 
but who had lost all in the German bombardment, 
and were themselves refugees in England. A boy 
of culture and careful education, the Gospel made 
the same appeal to him that it did to the humblest 
of the Belgian soldiers. I cannot put into words 
the love he soon came to have for the Word of God, 
a new book to him, and his passion for prayer. He 
would pray with “strong tears and crying,” and 
‘would rise from his knees, transfigured. Although 
while with us every moment was a precious one 
in which he could be learning something new and 
blessed about the Saviour to whom he had surren- 
dered his life, yet after a few days he became seized 
with a desire to return to his comrades and pass 
on to them the good news of salvation. 

The Sunday night before his return put the finish- 
ing touch to his preparedness for service. Our 


QO: HIS breast was pinned a military decora- 


friend, the Rev. Mr. Hicks, editor of The Christian 
Herald (England), had asked us to give him a Sun- 
day night service, telling his people about God’s 
mighty working among the Belgian soldiers. As 
Maurice was still with us, we felt that this might 
be an opportunity for him to witness for his new- 
found Master, and asked him if he would be willing 
to do so. To our joy he eagerly assented, although 
his imperfect knowledge of the English language 
and the absolute novelty of such an experience we 
knew would make it difficult for him. But he was 
thinking of neither of these difficulties, only of his 
beloved Lord, and the opportunity of telling of 
what had been wrought in his heart. 

A good audience was present, and Maurice, the 
first time in his life he had ever been inside a Prot- 
estant church, mounted to the pulpit! This did not 
terrify him, but I could see*ag I watched him that 
he was much in prayer, and his face was white 
when -the turn came for him to speak. 

His audience was with him to.a man, and pastor 
and people were in tears when he concluded. We 
are indebteded to Mr. Hicks for the report of his 
testimony, which he had stenographically reported 
for his paper. Spoken with the utmost fervor, 
sometimes almost with: sobs, it was as follows: 

“I specially want a little word with you, to tell 
you the difference that I feel in my heart, since the 
time I came from the trenches, and the time I am 
here. I met Mr. Norton first of all, and he gave 
me a little book at the station, and when I read 
that little book I was really happy. I cannot say 
what it was, but I saw in the face of this man, 
something sincere. He saw that I could speak a 
bit of English, so he was interested, because he 
could talk to me. What I want you to know is, 
that I feel very confident becduse I have got help 
in my heart. I am not afraid of anything. If I 
knew I had to die in a minute or two minutes, I 
am ready. Perhaps it would .be better for me if 
I could die, for then I should be even happier. 

“When I go back to the trenches, I will tell my 
brethren, who will certainly find in me a difference. 
They will want to come to the same place to get 
the conviction that I have in my heart, but they will 
not have the chance to do that, so I will try to make 
them understand it with my own voice, that they 
are not only to be soldiers of their general, but 
soldiers of Christ. I will take back a lot of Gos- 
pels. I wish I could give away a hundred thousand. 
There is only one little thing I want you to do, and 
that is to pray for those boys who do not know 
what I know, and to pray for me.” 

At the conclusion of the service, upward of a 
hundred people remained to pray especially for 
Maurice and his comrades at the front, and as he 
heard their petitions on his behalf, and his own 
name uttered frequently, his emotion almost over- 
came him. 

In a day or so from that time he was returned 
to the trenches. His first letter from the trenches 
told us of the death of three of his comrades before 
his. return, and of his sorrow that he had not been 
there to point them to God in their last moments. 
One of his first moves was to seek out a companion 
sergeant, and to tell him of the new life upon which 
he had entered, entreating him to share with him in 
the new life, with its wondrous opportunities for 
service. He was successful in his effort, and wrote, 
“My comrade is firmly decided with me, to bring 
to God all these lost souls. That is why we await 
with so much impatience the little Gospels, which 
will aid us in this. work.” 

When Christmas day arrived, the sous-officiers 
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(non-commissioned officers) had arranged a special 
dinner in honor of the day, and had been contributing 
to a fund for that purpose for some time. One 
proposed that some bottles of wine be bought, and 
that they drink together, but Maurice stood out 
against this. It must be remembered that in Bel- 
ium stout is drunk as we drink water, and in all 
Teaeke the light wines are taken as a common 
beverage. But to Maurice had come the conviction 
that it would not be pleasing to his divine Master 
for him to continue to drink these beverages, and 
he had confided to us his intention to give them up 
forever. So it was that he took his stand among 
his brother officers, and his protest stood, and they 
substituted chocolate for. wine. 

After the Christmas repast was over, Maurice 
judged it to be a propitious moment to mention the 
things that were uppermost in his heart. So he 
began by recounting to his fellow sous-officiers all 
the pleasant days he had spent in London, leading 
up to the great event of his life, his acceptance of 
Christ as his Saviour. Happening to have in his 
pocket a few of the Gospels, he distributed these, 
and explained that they must be carried and read. 
To them he recounted all the comfort and help 
God’s precious Word had brought to him, and ap- 
pealed to them as a company to do as he had done, 
and at last asked for a verbal expression from them, 
as to whether all he had said to them was not true, 
and if they were willing to aid him in his enterprise. 

As one man, he wrote us, they responded “Owi” 
(Yes). Then they ended their celebration by a 
repertoire of songs. Maurice loves to sing, so his 
contribution to the occasion was several songs deal- 
ing with the war and the Kaiser, but he wrote us, 
“I ended my turn with the little chorus I had learned 
in London, ‘Marching on, Marching on, Soldiers of 
Christ, We Are Marching On,’ and it was not long 
before we had a choir greatly successful, all singing 
it, and my joy was so great that I could only wish 
you, my friends, could be there too, and hear it for 
yourselves.” 

His next. letter was written in the middle of. the 
night, in his little dugout, and in the midst of ‘a 
fierce bombardment.. He says, “I come at this mo- 
ment to be suddenly awakened by a violent bombard- 
ment. The shells are falling in a mass around us, 
and I know not if perhaps my last hour has ‘struck. 
In all cases, I am strong and confident, because I 
had confessed to God, and am sure to have obtained 
the pardon for all my sins. My anguish and fears 
are all dominated by the confidence that our Lord 
has been pleased to give me.” 


A Company of Cripples, and a New Church 

Our next letter from Maurice brought us a sur- 
prise. The fever that had about ended his life in 
the hospital returned, and he was compelled to leave 
the front, and was sent to a base hospital. His 
grief at leaving his comrades and his opportunity 
for winning them was acute. But he comforted 
himself with the assurance that his sergeant friend 
had given him that he would carry on the work, 
and he wrote us that he felt confident the dear 
Lord would not let the work suffer, but that per- 
haps it would have a better success in the hands 
of his comrade than he would have been able to 
make. 

The next letter came from him at the Camp du 
Ruchard, in the south of France, where are thou- 
sands of Belgian convalescent soldiers. Here he 
was placed in circumstances depressing in the ex- 
treme. Given charge of: the formation of a new 
company he told us that thirty-two of the men were 
on crutches, and at least a dozen had lost their 
arms, and all about him were suffering and need. 
a a God had reserved for him a very blessed 
work. 

“There exists here a little Protestant church,” he 
wrote, “where daily I repair to read my Bible and 
to pray. The men have just come to me to demand 
of me to take charge of this little church and to 
seek to build it up. There is a Protestant pastor 
who comes here occasionally, in passing through, 
and who preaches the sermons. I have promised 
provisionally to accept the place, and I hope that 
the fruit of our prayers will be recompensed by a 
beautiful success. I hope that our Lord will be 
pleased to assist us in our noble enterprise. I have 
at the present moment but four members, but I 
hope soon to double and quadruple the number.” 

In a later letter he writes, “Every night, I and 
my members are reading a part of the Bible to- 
gether. This evening we read the 18th of St. 
John. I enclose ‘you the names of 36 of our new 
members. I will keep them right, and preserve 
them from all danger, by praying and bringing them 
to God in remembrance of all that His dear Son 
has done and suffered for them. Oh, as the Belgian 
soldiers come to London for their congés, just make 
of them what you have made of me.” 

When Maurice is finally discharged from this 
detention camp, we are hoping and praying that he 
may be given to us by God, to assist us in our work 
for the Belgian soldiers. 


Lonpon, ENGLAND: 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


MINISTER who is more interested in what 

modern men are “discovering” of the world’s 

need and how to meet it than he is in what 
God long ago revealed of the world’s need and how 
to meet it, was speaking of a sermon by a great 
preacher of to-day who is true to the Word. “It 
was a good sermon,” said he, “but it could have been 
preached just as well fifty years ago as to-day.” 

He did not go back far enough. He should have 
said it could have been preached just as well nine- 
teen hundred years ago. What to him seemed the 
failure of that sermon was its real success. We of 
to-day cannot add one jot or tittle to the truth that 
Paul and his fellow-Christians knew about God and 
man and religion. God's revelation of truth in the 
first century was complete and final for this age. 
The “whole counsel of God” that Paul declared at 
Ephesus (Acts °20:27) cannot be added to or im- 
proved upon by men’s “discoveries” to-day. It was 
“whole”: complete and final. To attempt to go be- 
yond it is to abandon it. 


Our Background Material 


Let the teacher, in preparation, with map in hand 
(such as Arnold’s Chart of Paul’s Journeyings, The 
Sunday School Times Co., 20 cents) read carefully 
verses 1-15 of Acts 20 and trace the route covered. 

Note Paul’s businesslike methods, and the wasting 
of no time, in his desire to reach Jerusalem (v. 16). 

Then make all this clear to the class, with your 
map before them. See Mr. Rogers (1-2). Light on 
the connecting Scripture and on Paul’s itinerary and 
experiences is given by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2-3). 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paregraphe in those orticles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Serious attacks had been made upon Paul’s repu- 
tation as a Christian leader and teacher. In his 
address to the Ephesian elders he answered these 
attacks; Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 4) gives several 
references that throw light on this. 

First Paul describes minutely “after what manner” 
he had lived and worked among them in Ephesus: 
Get the class to list the points named by Paul: 


All lowliness of mind, Teaching you from house 


With tears, to house, 
With trials by the plots of Testifying to jews, 
the Jews, Testifying to Greeks, 


Shrank not from declaring 


: (With the last two) re- 
anything that was profit- 


pentance toward God, 
able, and faith toward Christ. 
Teaching you publicly, 

Suppose the most of that were the “manner” of 
our life with others all the time; what would hap- 
pen? How many items in the list could be, ought 
to be, true of us habitually? 

Occasions of the apostle’s tears are mentioned by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 4). 

How plainly it comes out that Paul was a “narrer 
minded” man, the Round Table (2) shows. 

Notice that “spirit” in verse 22 is not written with 
a capital S; Paul’s spirit felt compelled to go to 
Jerusalem, but we are not told that this was the 
compulsion of the Holy Spirit. Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(II, 5) discusses this. What if the Holy Spirit did 
reveal the certain afflictions that lay ahead (v. 23)? 
But his motto was Admiral Dewey’s at Manila 
Bay (Round Table, 1). 

That was a tremendous statement of Paul’s, “I am 
pure from the blood of all men” (v. 26). How 
could he be, as he remembered Stephen? See Mr. 
Ridgway’s (1) answer. 

But not only was Paul cleansed by the blood of 
Christ from the martyrs’ blood that he had shed; 
since accepting his apostleship and ministry he had, 
in Christ, kept himself pure from all men’s blood, 
not merely by not persecuting them, but by declar- 
ing to them their salvation through Christ. His 
declaration that he was pure from men’s blood in- 
cluded the fact that he had not sinned sins of 
omission in his witnessing. He had not passively 
wronged men by keeping still about Christ. 

Are we thus pure from men’s blood? It is a 
solemn thought, that God is holding us responsible 
for the salvation of certain persons, and for the 
‘ guidance and victory and power-in-service of certain 
persons. Only Christ in us can keep us “pure from 
the blood of all men.” But he can. Do we let him? 

And Paul was faithful in giving out the whole 
Gospel,—not merely part of it (v. 27). That his 
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LESSON 9. AUGUST 27. JOURNEYING TO JERUSALEM 


Acts 20 : 16-38. Commit verse 24 


Golden Text: I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace.—Acts 20 : 32 


[The portion of the text indicated by the International 

Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 

ts 20 : 16-27] 

16 For Paul had determined to sail past Ephesus, that 
he might not have to spend time in Asia; for he was 
hastening, if it were possible for him, to be at Jerusalem 
the day of Pentecost. . 

17 And from Mi-le’tus he sent to Ephesus, and called to 
him the ‘elders of the church. 18 And when they were 
come to him, he said unto them, 

Ye yourselves know, from the first day that I set foot 
in Asia, after what manner I was with you all the time, 
19 serving the Lord with all lowliness of mind, and with 
tears, and with trials which befell me by the plots of the 
Jews; 20 how I shrank not from declaring unto you any- 
thing that was profitable, and teaching you publicly, and 
from house to house, 21 testifying both to Jews and to 
Greeks repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord 
Jesus *Christ. 22 And now, behold, I go bound in the 
spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall 
befall me there: 23 save that the Holy Spirit testifieth 
unto me in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions 
abide me. 24 But I hold not my life of any account as 
dear unto myself, *so that I may accomplish my course, 
and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the ‘gospel of the grace of God. 25 And now, 
behold, know that ye all, among whom I went about 
greeching the kingdom, shall see my face no more. 2 

herefore I testify unto you this ay, that I am pure 
frem the blood of all men. 27 For I shrank not from de- 
claring unto you the whole counsel of 5 

1Or, presbyters *Many ancient authorities omit 
Christ. *Or, in comparison of accomplishing my course 
*Or, good tidings 
The American Revision copyright, igor, 
by Thomas Nelson & Sons 


% 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(These references are usually to paragraphs in other les- 
son-articles in this issue, indicated by bold- 
face figures.) 

Verse 17.—Where was Miletus? (Griffith Thomas, 
II, 3; Lesson Scenes; Rogers, 2); Who were “the 
i's) of the church” at Ephesus? (Griffith Thomas, 

3. 

Verse 19.—What plots of the Jews are referred to? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 4.) 

Verse 22.—What did Paul mean by being “bound 
in the spirit”? (Griffith Thomas, II, 5.) . 

Verse 24.—Did Paul mean that it was necessary to 
go to Jerusalem to “testify the gospel of the grace of 
God”? (Griffith Thomas, II, 5.) 

Verse 26.—Why does Paul speak of being “pure 
from the blood of all men”? (Pilot, The Lesson It- 
self; Ridgway, 1.) 

Verse 27.—What did he mean by “the whole coun- 
sel of God”? (Griffith Thomas, II, 7.) 
ms” 28.—Who were bishops? (Griffith Thomas, 

i 

Verse 29.—What “grievous wolves” did Paul re- 
fer to? Pilot; Griffith Thomas, II, 7; Mackie, 1; 
Rogers, 3.) 

Verse 34.—What was Paul’s occupation? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 7.) 

Verse 35.—Does this suggest that all ministers 
should follow Paul’s plan in laboring for their sup- 
port? (Griffith. Thomas, II, 7; Rogers, 4.) 








Epistle to the Ephesians, in its wealth and fulness, 
shows this, is pointed out by Dr. Thomas (II, 6). 

All full-grown Christians should be feeding others, 
—shepherding them (v. 28). Hints of what it is to 
feed the sheep are given in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ 
rich paragraph (1) on the Good Shepherd who died, 
the Great Shepherd who rose, and the Chief Shep- 
herd, who is coming again. He also (III, 8) notes 
three classes of Christians and the three kinds of 
spiritual truth suited to them. 

The opposite of feeding is poisoning; the oppo- 
site of shepherding is destroying. And Paul gives 
a terrible warning as to grievous wolves (vs. 29, 30) 
that would injure the flock after his departure,— 
even “from among your own selves.” False teachers 
represent Satan (1 Pet. 1:8). What are some of 
these destroying wolves or teachings to-day? New 
Thought, Christian Science, the Higher . Criticism, 
the New Theology. They destroy by denying man’s 
need of the death and blood of Christ, or by de- 
nying the truth of the Word of God. See Mrs. 
Baldwin’s (2) comment on false teachers and how 
te detect them. 

God’s grace is the sure and complete protection 
against every evil and sin of every sort. If we 
wholly accept it, we are wholly safe. So Paul com- 
mends his imperiled loved ones “to God, and to the 
word of his grace” (v. 32). What does Paul say it is 
able to do for them? Get the class to answer, from 
verse 32. Then give them the nine different things 
that the word of God’s grace: can do for us, as 
listed by Dr. Griffith Thomas (III, 9). : 
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The Truth That Is Golden 


It is actually possible for a man to know the 
course that wants him to take, and to accom- 
plish it. Paul held not his life of any account as 
dear unto himself, so that he might accomplish his 
course, and the ministry which he received from the 
Lord Jesus (v. 24). And at the close of his life he 
said, in humble gratitude to God, “I have finished 
the course, I have kept the faith” (2 Tim. 4:7); 
Here at Miletus he looked back over his three years’ 
work at Ephesus, not regretting mistakes and fail- 
ures and saying, “How I wish I had done better 
there,” but praising God for Christ’s sufficiency in 
having held him true and victorious and successful 
during that entire time. There was no egotism or 
pride or self-satisfaction in this; there was only a 
joyous gratitude for the proved knowledge that 
Christ’s grace is sufficient for all needs. 

See Mrs. Baldwin’s (1) searching questions as to 
our past and Paul’s. 

How may one know what God’s will for his course 
is? Get the leaflet by George Miller, “How I Ascer- 
tain the Will of God,” master it, and discuss it in 
class (Bible Institute Colportage Association, 826 N. 
La tae St., Chicago; 4 cents a dozen; 25 cents per 
100). 


Teaching Points 


There is no life, no joy, no fruit-bearing -to be 
compared with that which results simply from do- 
ing the will of God for you. God has made his 
plans for your life. Will you take “His blueprints” 
and carry them out? Paul did; and he was led 
always in triumph in doing so (2 Cor. 2: 14). 

We can “feed” others (v. 28) by praying for 
them. ‘Some may be ill-nourished or starving to- 
day because you are not praying for them. 

It is one thing to be saved; it is another to be a 
disciple (learner), always learning more through 
surrendered study of God’s Word, which is able 
to build us up. 

Paul’s Christ-accomplished freedom from the sin 
of covetousness, discussed last week, reappears in 
Vs. 33-35, and shines out in his quoting of Jesus’ 
own words. 

Paul’s prayer with those loved friends must have 
been wonderful to hear. Yet we have just such a 
prayer of Paul’s, in Ephesians 3: 14-21. 

Paul loved these friends with a warm, human 
love,—none the less human because it was also 
divine. Being filled with the Spirit does not make 
people callous or indifferent or unhuman. We love 
others as never before when we love Christ more 
than we love them. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Why did it make any difference to Paul whether 
he was at Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost or 
not (v. 16)? 

Would our service for others be weakened or 
strengthened if we sometimes shed tears over it 
(vs. 19, 31)? 

What is “all lowliness of mind” (v. 19)? 

May a man cheapen himself by holding his life 
of no account (v. 24)? ' 

What, in a few words, is the whole “gospel of 
the grace of God” (v. 24)? 

Is it not uncharitable to speak of fellow-men as 
“grievous wolves” (v. 29)? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Paul’s Sorrows and Comforts (2 Cor. 11: 21 to 12: 10) 


A man with as many reasons for pride, a man with 
as many reasons for discouragement, a man with as 
many reasons for thanksgiving, as any man that ever 
lived,—this is the apostle Paul. Our lesson gives us 
some of these many reasons in all three classes. 
Take pencil and paper and, with the Bible open be- 
fore you to the lesson passage, write down each item 
in the three separate groups, and see what impression 
you have of the great apostle. 


What form of persecution named by Paul would 
yqu count hardest for him to endure? 


What form of spiritual suffering (not persecu- 
tion) must have been hardest for him? 


How could Paul really glory in his weaknesses? 


Why is Paul’s thorn called “a messenger of 
Satan”? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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LESSON FOR AUG. 27 (Acts 20 : 16-38) 
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Mastering the 


Whole Lesson 


By Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


———— 





Lord is the Good Shepherd who died (J 
10:11); the great Shepherd who rose (H 13: 
20); and the chief. Shepherd who is coming again 
(1 Peter 5:4). Ministers of Christ are also ap- 
propriately described as shepherds and their people 
as sheep (Ezek. 34: 2-24). In this lesson we have 
a beautiful picture of Paul as the spiri pastor 
and a revelation of his life and work as shepherd 
of God’s sheep. (1) é 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 


Connection.—After the uproar at Ephesus Paul 
left for Macedonia, according to his tntention (19: 
21). He landed at Troas where he ed for Titus, 
who had been sent to Corinth, probably with our 
First Epistle. During this time special anxieties and 
opportunities came (2 Cor. 1: 8-10; 2212, 13). But 
on account of anxiety and per illness, he cut 
short his stay and went on to Mac ia where Titus 
rejoined him, probably at Philipps’(2 Cor. 7: 5-7). 
In Macedonia Paul also met Timothy (19:22). Then 
followed a tour occupying s months, including 
the Churches at Philippi, Bereea and Thessalonica, 
and apparently the journey extended as far as IlIly- 
ricum, a Province on the Adriatic Sea, north of 
Macedonia (Rom. 15:19). To this time is assigned 
Second Corinthians. (2) 

Then foilowed a journey into Greece or the Ro- 
man Province of Achaia as intended (19:21). It 
is not known whether he revisited Athens, but cer- 
tainly he stayed at Corinth (Rom. 16:23). During 
these three months he wrote and sent his Epistle to 
the Romans. It was then his purpose to journey 
to Jerusalem, but a plot was discovered which led 
to an alteration of plans. Instead of sailing direct 
from the port of Corinth for Syria in order to keep 
the Passover in Jerusalem, he determined to return 
through Macedonia by a much longer route, thus giv- 
ing up the idea of getting to Jerusalem for the Pass- 
over. It is usually thought that when he was about 
to sail in a pilgrim ship, the Jews of Corinth had 
planned to get rid of him during the voyage, for it 
would be easy in a crowded ship to push a man over- 
board. This was a new kind of plot (9:24; 18:12). 
Several of his friends were with him (20: 4), doubt- 
less as delegates from the Gentile Churches carry- 
ing the contributions for Jerusalem. At Philippi 
Luke seems to have joined the party (v. 6), and 
at length they arrived at Troas. The story of the 
Sunday at Troas is noteworthy for the episode of 
Eutychus (vs. 7-12). 

Then the Apostle’s companions set sail, while he 
himself went by land, probably desiring to spend a 
longer time with the disciples and also it may be 
to have an opportunity of quiet fellowship with God 
in view of what was before him. From Assos they 
journeyed together by sea until at length they reached 
Miletus, at that time an important sea-port, though 
now ten miles inland. It was some thirty-six miles 
south of Ephesus, and to prevent delay Paul sum- 
moned the elders of the Church at Ephesus rather 
than go to the city again. The plot had made it 
impossible for him to reach Jerusalem by the Pass- 
over, and it was, therefore, all the more necessary, 
if possible, to reach there by the Feast of Pentecost, 
fifty days after. It was at Miletus that he deliv- 
ered the solemn and beautiful address which forms 
our lesson (3) 


Date.—Authorities differ as to whether this should 
be 57 or 58. Arnold, “Chart of Paul’s Journeyings” 
(The Sunday School Times Co., 20 cents; Stirling, 
“Atlas,” pages 19, 20 (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, 40 cents). . 


Il. The Lesson 


All through this chapter we have Paul’s special 
association with believers and the address at Miletus 
is the only example we possess of an address to 
Christians. The other speeches in Acts were dif- 
ferent and were addressed to non-Christian audi- 
ences. 


A Look Backward (vs. 18-21).—First of all, he 
calls attention to his life in their midst since the 
start, during the three years past (28:4). 1. The 
character of his work is seen in a threefold way (v. 
19); lowliness, tears, and trials, The trials were 
due to plots of which we have no details (9:24; 
20:3). The Apostle’s tears are found recorded on 
three different occasions and are connected with the 
unconverted, as here; with inconsistent Christians 
(2 Cor. 2:4); and with unworthy ministers (Phil. 
3:18). 2. Then his methods of work are indicated 
(v. 20) in a ministry both public and private (16: 
37; 1 Cor. 16:19; 1 Thess. 2:11). 3. The message 


Ts re of the shepherd is very familiar, in 
, the Bible in regard to things spiritual. ( 
3 


he delivered is also significant, including 


eqgentanss 
‘and faith, turning from sin and trusting Christ (1 


Thess. 1:9). These two doctrines are the funda- 
mental. requirements of the Gospel, letting go sin 
and laying hold of Christ. This personal review of 
the Apostle was necessary as a vindication after the 
serious attacks made against him in various ways (Gal. 
1:10; 1 Thess. 2: 3-5; 2 Cor. 10:8; 12: 16-18). (4) 
A Look Forward (vs. 22-24).—Then the Apostle 
turns to the future and refers to what he was ex- 
pecting. He was on his way to Jerusalem “bound in 
the spirit,” which means either constrained by the 
Holy Spirit or else refers to the Divine Spirit acting 
on the human. If it means the Holy Spirit, perhaps 
he had been notified through prophets (21:11). (§) 


A Look Outward (vs. 25-27.—Then came the ne- 
cessity for some pastoral counsels and warnings 
based upon what he had said. He bore solemn testi- 
meny that he had worked conscientiously and had 
done all that he could for their salvation. He re- 
minded them that he had not hesitated to declare 
the entire plan and purpose of God in all its fulness. 
The Epistle to the Ephesians in its wealth and ful- 
ness of exposition clearly indicates this. It would 
seem as though there had always been a strong 
temptation to hold back essential truth, but this was 
a point on which Paul never wavered (13: 46; 14:3; 
19:8; 28:31). (6) 

A Look Inward (vs. 28-35).—But the position 
called for special care (v. 28) both in regard to 
themselves and to their people, especially because the 
Holy Spirit had appointed them as overseers to act 
as shepherds of the sheep. It is interesting to notice 
that the same people who are called “elders” (v. 17) 
are here described as “bishops” (v. 28). Through- 
out the New Testament the two terms represent two 
aspects of the same office, the one referring to senior- 
ity and the other to supervision. Later on the offices 
were distinguished. The reference to the Church 
is also important, though there is a differencé of 
reading. Some weighty authorities: read “the Church 
of God” and others “the Church of the Lord.” Ob- 
jection has been felt by many to the phrase “God 
... purchased with his own~- blood,” but as our 
Saviour was God as well as man, the expression, 
however strange, is theologically true, and it is gen- 


apally thought that the harder reading is always to 


preferred. Then, too, the phrase “Church of 

” is frequently found in the New Testament, 
while “Church of the Lord” is not. The purchase 
of the Church with Christ’s own blood is a significant 
testimony to redemption (Eph. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1: 18, 
19). Then the Apostle solemnly warns them of 
dangers in the future. False teachers (“wolves”) 
would enter into the Church and cause great trouble 
(v. 29), and even professing Christians would lead 
people astray. It was for this reason they were 
to be on the alert, like shepherds watching their 
flocks by night (v. 31), recalling what the Apostle 
himself had done during his time with them. Mean- 
while, he commended them to God (v. 32) and did 
not hesitate to point out that his life was absolutely 
free of self-interest and greed (v. 33). He showed 
his hands, as he spoke, hardened by toil in tent-mak- 
ing (13:16; 19:6), and thereby proved in his life 
the reality of his own teaching (vs. 34, 35). Not 
that this necessarily means all ministers should imi- 
tate Paul in regard to toil (1 Tim. 5:17, 18). In 
so speaking, he referred to a saying of our Lord, 
the only one recorded in the New Testament out- 
side the Gospels. Paul’s own life was a perfect 
example of this statement (1 Thess. 5:14; Rom. 
12:13; 1 Tim. 6: 10). (7) 

A Look Upward (vs. 36-38).—Then came the mo- 
ment for parting which was associated with prayer. 
Having commended them to God, he prayed with 
them all, and the touching references to the departure 
showed, as they kissed him tenderly again and again, 
what they felt in losing their beloved leader. They 
were conscious that they might never see him again 
after all he had brought to them of the deepest and 
greatest blessings of life. 


Ill. Central Truths 


The whole lesson is a wonderful revelation of the 
pastor’s heart, and the Golden Text is just one 
special point of importance in connection with Paul 
and his friends. 


1. His Message—It is noteworthy that there are 
three phrases used indicative of what the Apostle 
had been preaching and teaching. (1) “The grace of 
God” (v. 24). This seems to represent, in particu- 
lar, the elementary fundamental truths of the Gos- 
pel in relation to our Lord as Saviour. (2) “The 
Kingdom” (v. 25). This perhaps indicates fuller 
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and deeper truth as taught to those who had been 
Christians for some time. It refers to the rule and 
sovereignty of God, present and future. (3) “The 
whole counsel of God” (v. 27). This undoubtedly 
refers to the deepest, fullest and most mature spirit- 
ual truths as suited to those who had been Chris- 
tians a long time. These three aspects of the Apos- 
tle’s message are in close harmony with John’s ref- 
erences to the three classes of Christians, “children,” 
“young men,” and “fathers” (1 John 2: ai. 
hen we commence the Christian life, we are but 
children and the “grace of God” is the special mes- 
sage. As we grow in grace and become “youn 
men,” we are strong in relation to the “Kingdom. 
And then as we proceed further and become “fath- 
ers,” Christians of ripe experience, we appreciate 
and understand “the whole counsel of God.” Thus, 
the Apostle fed his flock with “food convenient.” (8) 

2. His Prayer—Then as he left them, he com- 
mended them “to God and to the word of his grace.” 
It was the gracious revelation of God that con- 
stituted the secret of Christian living and progress. 
God has spoken to us in his Son (Heb. 1:1, 2) and 
his word is “able to build us up and to give us an 
inheritance among all them that are sanctified.” 
These three elements of the Christian life through 
the word of God are most important: (1) Edifica- 
tion, (2) Sanctification, (3) Inheritance. We are 
thus reminded of the necessity and importance of 
the word of God in the Christian life, for in one 
way or another every element in our experience is 
associated with God’s truth. We are begotten of 
the word (1 Peter 1:23); by the word we grow 
(1 Peter 2:2); by the word we are cleansed (John 
15:3); built up (Acts 20:32); fed (Jer. et 
sanctified (John 17:17); protected (Psa. 119: 11); 
led (Psa. 25:5); and satisfied (Psa. 119: 103). 
Thus, from first to last we find reality, illumination, 
and satisfaction in fellowship with Christ through 
his word. No wonder the Apostle commended them 
to God “and the word of his grace.” (9) 

IV. A Lesson Outline 
1. A Look Backward (Phil. 1: 15-26). 
2. A Look Forward (2 Tim. 3: 1-7). 
3. A Look Outward (1 Peter 5: 1-7). 
4. A Look Inward (Eph. 6: 10-20). 
5. A Look Upward (Heb. 13:20, 21). 

Wycuirre CoLiece, Toronto. 


*% 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Tears, Only Tears.”—Serving the Lord with all 
lowliness of mind (v. 19). Some years ago Pastor 
Wagner,’ a French minister, published a little book 
called “The Simple Life.” It had a tremendous 
reading. He shewed that the “Simple Life” was a 
condition of mind and not of circumstances. This 
fact was the revelation of his message. The same 
thing is true in the religious life. There are folks 
who think the most religious man is the fellow who 
gets up Sunday morning and is all day hustling from 
one service to another, being much in evidence; at- 
tends all mid-week meetings; goes to all the church 
conventions, and is in so many religious things he 
has little time for much else. I have known more 
than one such fellow suddenly stop short off and 
hardly get to church once a week. Some little thing 
got into his poorly-built religious machinery. A new 
preacher he didn’t like. He was not invited to 
Deacon Jones’ swell party. Or some other foolish 
thing puts the rattling Mr. Religious out of the run- 
ning and he becomes a castaway (1 Cor. 9:27). 
The trouble had been his religion was not an inside 
affair. As Paul puts it “humility of mind and with 
many tears.” This was the secret of Paul, and the 
secret of all success in the Christian walk. Note 
the TEARS. This way is always watered with tears. 
Jesus wept over the city he loved. Heathendom is 
coming because wet with the tears of God’s choicest 
—yea, and irrigated with their blood (2 Kings 20: 5). 


The Simple Thing.—Repentance toward God, and 
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ (v. 21).—Re- 
ligion is double-acting. Repentance goes backward. 
Faith goes forward, “Father, forgive.” “I do be- 
lieve.” Just think of it! These are the only two 
motions the soul has to make to secure happiness 
and success in this world and salvation and life in 
the next (Luke 18:13, 14, 42; John 5:24). Nota 
penny to pay. Not a duty to doe. Just to fall down 
and say “Father, I have sinned in thy sight and am 
no more worthy to be called thy son.” To turn to 
the cross and cry “Lord, remember me.” Could sal- 
vation be put in simpler and more universal terms 
than a scapegrace at the end of his string and a 
thief at the end of his rope—the hangman’s rope of 
that day being a horrible thing of wood and iron 
spikes. Yet thousands fail to appreciate the rescue 
and accept the salvation because of the very sim- 
plicity of it. That simple and great invention which 
will be made to-morrow has been overlooked all 
these years because of its very simplicity. A man 
I know pasted a piece of chamois skin on a block 
and made a patent slate cleaner which he sold for 
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as she sang it in the meetings for the soldiers. Hearts 
were touched just as they were in those camps in 
England. Mr. Norton gave the invitation as he did 
in the soldiers’ meetings, this time asking for Chris- 
tians who would yield themselves completely to God, 
which some did. Then when he asked for those 
Christians who would trust the grace of Christ to 
use them as soul-winners, as one man almost the 
entire audience rose. 

On Wednesday night Mrs. Norton took the place 
of another speaker who was unable to come, and at 
that meeting there was an even greater ouipoaenns 
of God’s Spirit. Mrs. Norton told her persona 
experience of entering into the Victorious Life after 
she had gone to work among the soldiers. When 
the invitation was given for those who would yield 
completely and accept Christ as their Victory, no less 
than thirty took this definite stand. All knew that 
it was because God was present. Sie i 

On another evening the Spirit seemed to guide to 
a very sudden decision to ask Dr. Howard Agnew 
Johnston to give the message. Dr. Johnston was 
present throughout the week, leading one of the mis- 
sion groups in the study of the “New Era in Asia,” 
and had also addressed the conference from the 
platform. On the evening that he was unexpectedly 
called upon to give the message, the Living God was 
so lifted up that young people and older people tes- 
tified that they had been gripped as never before in 
their lives. The message was on the atmosphere of 
spiritual power,—the absolute necessity that God is 
under to have human faith before he can perform 
miracles. “Some people suppose,” the preacher said, 
“that God could, if He wished, pour out great 
spiritual blessings upon Princeton. Nothing could 
be farther from the truth. God cannot pour out any 
greater blessing than our faith permits Him to do.” 
Many went out from that meeting with the message 
that was quoted from Moody ringing in their ears, 
“God is longing to find a man to whom he dare en- 
trust more power than He now dares to trust to any 
living man.” Moody had said it with a sob in his 
voice as a confession that he was not that man. 

Another change in the program was caused one 
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morning by a sudden downpour of rain. At the close 
of Dr. Griffith Thomas’ Bible period in the morning 
the delegates were to separate for the mission groups, 
and return at eleven o’clock for Mr. Trumbull’s hour 
on the Victorious Life. The rain prevented the 
leaving of Miller Chapel, where the Bible period was 
held, and it was decided to have Mr. Trumbull’s hour 
at ten o’clock in the chapel, to be followed by the 
mission groups later. One young man who had defi- 
nitely planned to go to his room to rest at the close 
of the mission group period, and thus miss Mr. 
Trumbull’s hour, was among these who remained, 
yielded all, and entered into the new life. A woman 
who had deliberately planned to avoid the period on 
the Victorious Life was kept in the chapel by the 
rain, and she too was among those who received 
Christ in his fulness. 


A young business man, who in his college days and 
afterward was closely associated with Christian work, 
came to Princeton for the closing day or two, bring- 
ing three or four friends with him that they might 
receive a new vision of Christ. But he soon discov- 
ered that he himself was not having victory, and 
was puzzled and convicted by all that he heard. He 
asked himself whether those who claimed victory 
were not guilty of a “holier than thou” spirit. He 
asked himself, too, whether this message was not 
entirely too subjective, paying little attention to 
Christian service. He had been present for the whole 
conference he would have found these very points 
considered. He went away hungry and disappointed. 
A few days later business called him to New York, 
but a heavy storm hindered the business and he went 
to a Y. M. C. A. reading room, found a report of 
the Keswick Convention of England, and read much 
of it. The last chapter answered the very questions 
about the Victorious Life that had been puzzling 
him. On the train back to Philadelphia he accepted 
the whole wondrous gift from God, and is now radi- 
antly telling his friends of God’s sufficiency to meet 
every need. 

This young business man is but one of a number 


( Continued on page 496) 





Ninth in the series on ‘‘ What do the prophets say?” 


Are We Near the End Time that Daniel Saw? 








By C. I. Scofield, D.D.  - 





Before this age closes a great and terrible conqueror will arise who shall succeed, tem- 

rarily, in doing what Napoleon and all other conquerors failed to do. Dr. Scofield, 

fa this sketch of the last seven years of the age, tells what is revealed through Daniel 

and Paul, and through our Lord himself, concerning this ominous personage who shall 
have incarnate in him the very power of Satan. 


“times of the Gentiles,” was given through the 

angel Gabriel a measure of time from the first 
year of Darius the Mede, first king of the second 
or Medo-Persian world empire (538 B. C.), to the 
full establishment of Messiah’s kingdom of heaven 
(Dan. 9:1, 20-27). The measure is given in a 
series of sevens, and of these there are to be seventy 
(Dan. 9:24). The word “weeks” is not in the orig- 
inal, which speaks only of seventy sevens. But the 
process of fulfilment makes it sure that “weeks,” 
that is, weeks of years—seven years to a “week” is 
right. In other words 490 years of the dealing of 
God with his chosen people were to interpose be- 
tween 538 B. C. and the consummation of that deal- 
ing in the establishment of the kingdom. But the 
prophecy does not say, nor may it be inferred, that 
the divine dealing is to be continuous—that is, with- 
out interruption. 

Indeed, certain divisions of the time are distinctly 
announced. There is, first, a period of seven sevens 
==49 years during which Jerusalem is to be rebuilt, 
and this was fulfilled as we are told by Ezra and 
Nehemiah. Secondly, there is to be a period of 
sixty-two sevens==434 years “unto the Messiah” who 
is to be “cut off.” And this also was exactly ful- 
filled according to Biblical chronology. Whatever 
confusion has existed at that point has been due to 
following the Ptolemaic instead of the Biblical 
chronology, as Anstey in his “Romance of Biblical 
Chronology” (Association Press, New York City, 
$2.75) has shown. 

But there is still one final seven, or “week,” to 
complete the “seventy sevens” or 490 years. of the 
divine dealing with Daniel’s people, “To finish the 
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to 
make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision 
and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy [place].” 
But this consummation is Kingdom work, as we 
know from the abundant testimony of the Prophets. 

We are, therefore, confronted with the question, 


Ts THE Prophet Daniel, the prophet of the 


Why did fulfilment of the seventy weeks’ prophecy 
stop short with the cutting off of Messiah at the 
end of the sixty-ninth week? It is the question 
which any acceptable scheme of prophetic inter- 
pretation must answer. 

The Biblical answer is to be found in our Lord’s 
revelation concerning his departure, return, and cer- 
tain “Mysteries of the kingdom of heaven” (that is, 
divine secrets hitherto hidden, but now revealed) 
which must be fulfilled during his absence. These 
“mysteries” are gathered into the thirteenth chapter 
of Matthew. From these it becomes evident that 
the events of Daniel’s last, or seventieth “seven,” that 
is, seven years, constitute a postponed dealing—the 
seventieth week of seven years is cut off, and sepa- 
rated from the sixty-nine; and the interval, already 
of nineteen hundred years’ duration, is the period 
during which the two great divine secrets—the out- 
calling of the church, and the mysteries of the king- 
dom of heaven, run their course. Both seem well- 
nigh completed. If this is true, the seventieth week 
of Daniel is upon the very horizon. 


The Events of the End Time 


It is significant that our Lord in his great prophetic 
discourse from the Mount of Olives, when he reaches 
the time of the end refers us to Daniel. It is not 
the way of God to discredit his prophets. 

“When ye therefore shall see the abomination of 
desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand 
in the holy place, (whoso readeth let him under- 
stand,)” etc. 

Turning, then, to Daniel’s ninth chapter we find 
the following: 

“And after the threescore and two weeks shall 
the anointed one be cut off, and shall have nothing: 
and the people of the prince that shall come shall 
destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end 
thereof shall be with a flood” (v. 26, R. V.). 

Here we are still on the firm ground of fulfilled 
prophecy. After the cutting off of Messiah, ful- 
filled in the crucifixion of Christ, the Romans came 
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against Jerusalem and destroyed city and temple, 
as tained | Daniel, and by our Lord. But the 
passage quoted goes farther. A “prince” is to come 
who is to be “the Abomination.” d now we know 
from whence he will come, for it was his “ le,” 
the Romans, who were the destroyers. e will 
not, therefore, be a Russian, or a German, for Rome 
did not then rule those regions. 

And, having mentioned the man who bulks so 
large in all prophecies of the consummation of the 
age following the cutting off of Messiah, the Spirit 
takes Daniel straight across the centuries to the 
“end”—that is to say, to the events of the postponed 
oz seventieth week. 

“And even unto the end shall be war; desolations 
are determined” (v. 26). 

The “end” in Daniel, as a careful reading of the 
pessages will make clear, is not an instant of time, 

ut a period of time—the seventieth “week,” that 
is, the last seven years of this age. Unto this “end,” 
whatever easy optimists may imagine, “shall be war.” 
And so it has been from the date of the prophecy 
of the Seventy Weeks, 538 B. C. to this very year— 
2,454 years of war. 

Having introduced “the prince that shall come” 
the Seventy Weeks prophecy adds a word as to his 
doings: 

“And he shall make a firm covenant with many 
for one week” (seven years): “and in the midst of 
the week” (that is, after three and one-half years) 
“he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to 
cease; and upon the pinnacle of abominations [that 
is, “as the summit abomination”] one that maketh 
desolate; and even unto the full end, and that de- 
termined, shall wrath be poured out upon the desola- 
tor” (Dan. 9:27). 

This “wrath” our Lord interprets: 

“For then shall be great tribulation, such as was 
not since the beginning of the world to this time, 
no, nor ever shall be” (Matt. 24:21). And the su- 
preme, or “pinnacle” abomination of the “prince 
that shall come” is something which he does in “the 
holy place.” .What that pinnacle abomination is we 
learn from express words in 2 Thessalonians 2: I-10: 


Now we beseech you, brethren, touching the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gath- 
ering together unto him; to the end that ye be 
not quickly shaken from your mind, nor yet be 
troubled, either by «spirit, or by word, or by 
epistle as from us, as that the day of the Lord 
is just.at hand; let no man beguile you in any 
wise: for it will not be, except the falling-away 

‘ come first, and the man of sin be revealed, the 
son. of perdition, he that opposeth and exalteth 
himself against all that is called God or that 
is worshipped; so that he sitteth in the temple 
of God, setting himself forth as God. Remem- 
ber ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told 
you these things? And now ye know that which 
restraineth, to the end that he may be revealed 
in his own season. For the mystery of lawless- 
ness doth already work: only there is one that 
restraineth now, until he be taken out of the 
way. And then shall be revealed the lawless 
one, whom the Lord Jesus shall slay with the 
breath of his mouth, and bring to nought by the 
manifestation of his coming; even he, whose 
coming is according to the working of Satan 
with all power and signs and lying wonders, and 
with all deceit of unrighteousness for them that 
perish; because they received not the love of 
the truth, that they might be saved. 


Daniel’s “prince that shall come,” our Lord’s “abom- 
ination,” and Paul’s “man of sin,” all refer to the 
same person. He is a ruler, in political sovereignty 
over regions which include Jerusalem, for he makes 
a covenant with “many,” who can only be unbeliev- 
ing Jews in Jerusalem, permitting the restoration 
of the temple service (“sacrifice and oblation,” Dan. 
9:27) for one “week.” This covenant he violates 
in the middle of the week, and reaches the “pin- 
nacle” of his abominations by entering the holy 
place of the restored temple and demanding human 
worship. From this time the “great tribulation” 
begins (Matt. 24:21) and runs its awful course of 
three and one-half years—the last half of Daniel’s 
seventieth “week” (Dan. 12:11; Jer. 30:7; Dan. 
12:1; Matt. 24:21). The last seven years of the 
present age, then, witness the rise, reign, and de- 
struction of the fearful being thus referred to. 

But before the vision of the Seventy Weeks this 
personage has been revealed to Daniel. In the Wild 
Beast Vision of Daniel 7 he appears as the “little 
horn.” The whole course of the “times of the 
Gentiles” (Luke 21:24), which was shown to King 
Nebuchadnezzar as an imposing image, is revealed 
to Daniel under the similitude of four wild beasts, 
answering to the four world empires of the image 
vision, but exposing the true nature of Gentile 
world-rule as rapacious and insatiable. Following 
the four empires, but in some sense a continuation, 
or revival of the fourth, or Roman empire, Daniel 
sees ten kings (7:7, 24), “And the ten horns out of 
this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise.” But 
Daniel particularly “would know the truth” con- 























LESSON FOR AUG. 27 (Acts 20: 16-38) 


cerning a “little horn before whom there were three 
of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, be- 
hold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man 
[superior discernment], and a mouth speaking great 
things” (Dan. 7:8). , 
Daniel is answered that the “little horn” is a 
king who shall arise after the ten kings have begun 
to reign over the ten kingdoms into which the for- 
mer Roman empire shall be divided in the time of 
the end, “and he shall be diverse from the first [the 
ten kings], and he shall subdue three kings. And he 
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shall speak great words against the most High, and 
shall wear out the saints of the most High” (Jews, 
as that expression shows), and the vision ends in 
the destruction of the “little horn,” and the es- 
tablishment of the kingdom of heaven. 
Douctaston, L. I. 
The fullest description of the end time is given in the Rev- 
elation itself. In the concluding part of this article, to be 
ublished in next week's issue, Dr. Scofield wiil show 
ow all the former prophecies about the last seven years 


are gathered up in Revelation, which also contains the 
fullest picture of ‘‘ the man of sin.’’ 
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A Belgian Hero’s Exploits for Christ | 








The difference that his comrades saw in Maurice By Mrs. Ralph Cc. Norton 





Mr. and Mrs. Norton are now in America for a brief time, having just come from the 
front line of trenches in Belgium, from an interview with the Belgian Queen (who 
accepted a Testament from them), and from still more coveted fellowship with Peter 
and their other spiritual children in the Belgian army. God seems clearly to be lead- 
ing into plans of far-reaching significance for all Belgium, and these plans will be laid 
before The Sunday School Times friends of the work in a later issue. Maurice, whose 
story is told here, is one of the earlier trophies of grace in a work whose later develop- 
ments have been startling in their supernatural character. 


tion, which is only given for bravery of the 

very highest order. On his sleeve were the 
stripes of a Sergeant Major. But there was some- 
thing above all these, in the sweetness of his face, 
that attracted the attention of Mr. Norton and led 
him to hand this Belgian boy a Gospel, as he stood 
at the entrance of one of London’s great stations. 

He took the little book with such ae grace, and 
commenced to speak in such good English, that it 
was not long before he was invited to spend the 
remainder of his congé with us. And we shall 
never cease to thank God for bringing this boy 
across our path, for with Peter we shalt ever count 
him as one of the brightest trophies of: this very 
precious work with the Belgian soldiers. 

Of course we were curious to know how he 
had obtained the coveted decoration. that. adorned 
his coat. But he disliked exceedingly to speak of 
it. At last he produced the official statement of 
his act, or rather acts, of bravery, and we were able 
to read it for ourselves. As sergeant-major, it 
fell to him to direct the movements of his men at 
the battle front, and compelled him to be in the 
line of hottest fire. At a most crucial time, he di- 
rected the bringing of ammunition supplies to the 
front trenches, and when all about him were fall- 
ing, yet he persevered, encouraging and directing 
his men until he himself fell, grievously wounded. 
For this and his fidelity at other times of equal 
hazard, he was recommended for the decoration. 
In the recommendation, which I read, his command- 
ing officer had written, “Never have I had a man 
under me who has shown more faithfulness and 
devotion to duty, and personal courage; he has never 
given cause for reproof or-reprimand.” 

After he fell wounded, he told me, he lay help- 
less; but after a bit he managed to stagger to Ris 
feet, and protecting his wounded shoulder as best 
he could walked a long distance to where he was 
able to secure a temporary dressing. By that time 
he was almost fainting from loss of blood, and 
doesn’t remember much else until he came to him- 
self in a hospital in England. There he lay for 
months, suffering from fever and the infection of 
his wound, but at last, with his arm crippled for 
life, he emerged into the world of men. 


QO: HIS breast was pinned a military decora- 


His First Visit to a Protestant Church 


He was given his discharge from the army, but 
refused it. He believed there was yet something 
for him to do at the front.among his comrades, so 
as soon as his strength would permit he returned 
to the front. He was in London on congé when we 
met him, and soon after returned again to the front. 

Maurice had come from one of the leading fam- 
ilies of Antwerp, a family of wealth and position, 
but who had lost all in the German bombardment, 
and were themselves refugees in England. A boy 
of culture and careful education, the Gospel made 
the same appeal to him that it did to the humblest 
of the Belgian soldiers. I cannot put into words 
the love he soon came to have for the Word of God, 
a new book to him, and his passion for prayer. He 
would pray with “strong tears and crying,” and 
would rise from his knees, transfigured. Although 
while with us every moment was a precious one 
in which he could be learning something new and 
blessed about the Saviour to whom he had surren- 
dered his life, yet after a few days he became seized 
with a desire to return to his comrades and pass 
on to them the good news of salvation. 

_ The Sunday night before his return put the finish- 
ing touch to his preparedness for service. Our 


friend, the Rev. Mr. Hicks, editor of The Christian 
Herald (England), had asked us to give him a Sun- 
day night service, telling his people about God’s 
mighty working among the Belgian soldiers. As 
Maurice was still with us, we felt that this might 
be an opportunity for him to witness for his new- 
found Master, and asked him if he would be willing 
to do so. To our joy he eagerly assented, although 
his imperfect knowledge of the English language 
and the absolute novelty of such an experience we 
knew would make it difficult for him. But he was 
thinking of neither of these difficulties, only of his 
beloved Lord, and the opportunity of telling of 
what had been wrought in his heart. 

A good audience was present, and Maurice, the 
first time in his life he had ever been inside a Prot- 
estant church, mounted to the pulpit! This did not 
terrify him, but I could see*a$ I watched, him that 
he was much in prayer, and his face was white 
when the turn came for him to speak. 

His audience was with him to_a man, and pastor 
and people were in tears when he concluded. We 
are indebteded to Mr. Hicks for the report of his 
testimony, which he had stenographically reported 
for his paper. Spoken with the utmost fervor, 
sometimes almost with: sobs, it was as follows: 

“I specially want a little word with you, to tell 
you the difference that I feel in my heart, since the 
time I came from the trenches, and the time I am 
here. I met Mr. Norton first of all, and he gave 
me a little book at the station, and when I read 
that little book I was really happy. I cannot say 
what it was, but I saw in the face of this man, 
something sincere. He saw that I could speak a 
bit of English, so he was interested, because he 
could talk to me. What I want you to know is, 
that I feel very confident becduse I have got help 
in my heart. I am not afraid of anything. If I 
knew I had to die in a minute or two minutes, I 
am ready. Perhaps it would .be better for me if 
I could die, for then I should be even happier. 

“When I go back to the trenches, I will tell my 
brethren, who will certainly find in me a difference. 
They will want to come to the same place to get 
the conviction that I have in my heart, but they will 
not have the chance to do that, so I will try to make 
them understand it with my own voice, that they 
are not only to be soldiers of their general, but 
soldiers of Christ. I will take back a lot of Gos- 
pels. I wish I could give away a hundred thousand. 
There is only one little thing I want you to do, and 
that is to pray for those boys who do not know 
what I know, and to pray for me.” 

At the conclusion of the service, upward of a 
hundred people remained to pray especially for 
Maurice and his comrades at the front, and as he 
heard their petitions on his behalf, and his own 
name uttered frequently, his emotion almost over- 
came him. 

In a day or so from that time he was returned 
to the trenches. His first letter from the trenches 
told us of the death of three of his comrades before 
his return, and of his sorrow that he had not been 
there to point them to God in their last moments. 
One of his first moves was to seek out a companion 
sergeant, and to tell him of the new life upon which 
he had entered, entreating him to share with him in 
the new life, with its wondrous opportunities for 
service. He was successful in his effort, and wrote, 
“My comrade is firmly decided with me, to bring 
to God all these lost souls. That is why we await 
with so much impatience the little Gospels, which 
will aid us in this. work.” 

When Christmas day arrived, the sous-officiers 
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(non-commissioned officers) had arranged a special 
dinner in honor of the day, and had been contributing 
to a fund for that purpose for some time. One 
proposed that some bottles of wine be bought, and 
that they drink together, but Maurice stood out 
against this. It must be remembered that in Bel- 
gium stout is drunk as we drink water, and in all 
Europe the light wines are taken as a common 
beverage. But to Maurice had come the conviction 
that it would not be pleasing to his divine Master 
for him to continue to drink these beverages, and 
he had confided to us his intention to give them up 
forever. So it was that he took his stand among 
his brother officers, and his protest stood, and they 
substituted chocolate for. wine. 

After the Christmas repast was over, Maurice 
judged it to be a propitious moment to mention the 
things that were uppermost in his heart. So he 
began by recounting to his fellow sous-officiers all 
the pleasant days he had spent in London, leading 
up to the great event of his life, his acceptance of 
Christ as his Saviour. Happening to have in his 
pocket a few of the Gospels, he distributed these, 
and explained that they must be carried and read. 
To them he recounted all the comfort and help 
God’s precious Word had brought to him, and ap- 
pealed to them as a company to do as he had done, 
and at last asked for a verbal expression from them, 
as to whether all he had said to them was not true, 
and if they were willing to aid him in his enterprise. 

As one man, he wrote us, they responded “Oui” 
(Yes). Then they ended their celebration by a 
repertoire of songs. Maurice loves to sing, so his 
contribution to the occasion was several songs deal- 
ing with the war and the Kaiser, but be wrote us, 
“I ended my turn with the little chorus I had learned 
in London, ‘Marching on, Marching on, Soldiers of 
Christ, We Are Marching On,’ and it was not long 
before we had a choir greatly successful, all singing 
it, and my joy was so great that I could only wish 
you, my friends, could be there too, and hear it for 
yourselves.” 

His next letter was written in the middle of the 
night, in his little dugout, and in the midst of a 
fierce bombardment. He says, “I come at this mo- 
ment to be suddenly awakened by a violent bombard- 
ment. The shells are falling in a mass around us, 
and I know not if perhaps my last hour has struck. 
In all cases, I am strong and confident, because I 
had confessed to God, and am sure to have obtained 
the pardon for all my sins. My anguish and fears 
are all dominated by the confidence that our Lord 
has been pleased to give me.” 


A Company of Cripples, and a New Church 

Our next letter from Maurice brought us a sur- 
prise. The fever that had about ended his life in 
the hospital returned, and he was compelled to leave 
the front, and was sent to a base hospital. His 
grief at leaving his comrades and his opportunity 
for winning them was acute. But he comforted 
himself with the assurance that his sergeant friend 
had given him that he would carry on the work, 
and he wrote us that he felt confident the dear 
Lord would not let the work suffer, but that per- 
haps it would have a better success in the hands 
of his comrade than he would have been able to 
make. 

The next letter came from him at the Camp du 
Ruchard, in the south of France, where are thou- 
sands of Belgian convalescent soldiers. Here he 
was placed in circumstances depressing in the ex- 
treme. Given charge of: the formation of a new 
company he told us that thirty-two of the men were 
on crutches, and at least a dozen had lost their 
arms, and all about him were suffering and need. 
mus neve God had reserved for him a very blessed 
work. 

“There exists here a little Protestant church,” he 
wrote, “where daily I repair to read my Bible and 
to pray. The men have just come to me to demand 
of me to take charge of this little church and to 
seek to build it up. There is a Protestant pastor 
who comes here occasionally, in passing through, 
and who preaches the sermons. have promised 
provisionally to accept the place, and I hope that 
the fruit of our prayers will be recompensed by a 
beautiful success. I hope that our Lord will be 
pleased to assist us in our noble enterprise. I have 
at the present moment but four members, but I 
hope soon to double and quadruple the number.” 

In a later letter he writes, “Every night, I and 
my members are reading a part of the Bible to- 
gether. This evening we read the 18th of St. 
John. I enclose Po the names of 36 of our new 
members. I will keep them right, and preserve 
them from all danger, by praying and bringing them 
to God in remembrance of all that His dear Son 
has done and suffered for them. Oh, as the Belgian 
soldiers come to London for their congés, just make 
of them what you have made of me.” 

When Maurice is finally discharged from this 
detention camp, we are hoping and praying that he 
may be given to us by God, to assist us in our work 
for the Belgian soldiers. 

Lonpon, ENGLAND. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


MINISTER who is more interested in what 

modern men are “discovering” of the world’s 

need and how to meet it than he is in what 
God long ago revealed of the world’s need and how 
to meet it, was speaking of a sermon by a great 
preacher of to-day who is true to the Word. “It 
was a good sermon,” said he, “but it could have been 
preached just as well fifty years ago as to-day.” 

He did not go back far enough. He should have 
said it could have been preached just as well nine- 
teen hundred years ago. What to him seemed the 
failure of that sermon was its real success. We of 
to-day cannot add one jot or tittle to the truth that 
Paul and his fellow-Christians knew about God and 
man and religion. God’s revelation of truth in the 
first century was complete and final for this age. 
The “whole counsel of God” that Paul declared at 
Ephesus (Acts °20:27) cannot be added to or im- 
proved upon by men’s “discoveries” to-day. It was 
“whole”: complete and final. To attempt to go be- 
yond it is to abandon it. 


Our Background Material 


Let the teacher, in preparation, with map in hand 
(such as Arnold’s Chart of Paul’s Journeyings, The 
Sunday School Times Co., 20 cents) read carefully 
verses 1-15 of Acts 20 and trace the route covered. 

Note Paul’s businesslike methods, and the wasting 
of no time, in his desire to reach Jerusalem (v. 16). 

Then make all this clear to the class, with your 
map before them. See Mr. Rogers (1-2). Light on 
the connecting Scripture and on Paul’s itinerary and 
experiences is given by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2-3). 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain peragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Serious attacks had been made upon Paul’s repu- 
tation as a Christian leader and teacher. In his 
address to the Ephesian elders he answered these 
attacks; Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 4) gives several 
references that throw light on this. 

First Paul describes minutely “after what manner” 
he had lived and worked among them in Ephesus. 
Get the class to list the points named by Paul: 


All lowliness of mind, Teaching you from house 


With tears, to house, 
With trials by the plots of Testifying to jews, 

the Jews, Tete mE to Greeks, 
Shrank not from declaring (With the last two) re- 


anything that was profit- pentance toward God, 

able, and faith toward Christ. 
Teaching you publicly, 

Suppose the most of that were the “manner” of 
our life with others all the time; what would hap- 
pen? How many items in the list could be, ought 
to be, true of us habitually? 

Occasions of the apostle’s tears are mentioned by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 4). 

How plainly it comes out that Pavl was a “narrer 
minded” man, the Round Table (2) shows. 

Notice that “spirit” in verse 22 is not written with 
a capital S; Paul’s spirit felt compelled to go to 
Jerusalem, but we are not told that this was the 
compulsion of the Holy Spirit. Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(II, 5) discusses this. What if the Holy Spirit did 
reveal the certain afflictions that lay ahead (v. 23)? 
But his motto was Admiral Dewey’s at Manila 
Bay (Round Table, 1). 

That was a tremendous statement of Paul’s, “I am 
pure from the blood of all men” (v. 26). How 
could he be, as he remembered Stephen? See Mr. 
Ridgway’s (1) answer. 

But not only was Paul cleansed by the blood of 
Christ from the martyrs’ blood that he had shed; 
since accepting his apostleship and ministry he had, 
in Christ, kept himself pure from all men’s blood, 
not merely by not persecuting them, but by declar- 
ing to them their salvation through Christ. His 
declaration that he was pure from men’s blood in- 
cluded the fact that he had not sinned sins of 
omission in his witnessing. He had not passively 
wronged men by keeping still about Christ. 

Are we thus pure from men’s blood? It is a 
solemn thought, that God is holding us responsible 
for the salvation of certain persons, and for the 
guidance and victory and power-in-service of certain 
persons. Only Christ in us can keep us “pure from 
the blood of all men.” But he can. Do we let him? 

And Paul was faithful in giving out the whole 
Gospel,—not merely part of it (v. 27). That his 
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LESSON 9. AUGUST 27. JOURNEYING TO JERUSALEM 


Acts 20 : 16-38. Commit verse 24 


Golden Text: I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace.—Acts 20 : 32 


(The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Acts 20 : 16-27) 

16 For Paul had determined to sail past Ephesus, that 
he might not have to spend time in Asia; for he was 
hastening, if_it were possible for him, to be at Jerusalem 

the day of Pentecost. . 

17 And from Mi-le’tus he sent to Ephesus, and called to 
him the telders of the church. 18 And when they were 
come to him, he said unto them, 

Ye yourselves know, from the first day that I set foot 
in Asia, after what manner I was with you all the time, 
19 serving the Lord with all lowliness of mind, and with 
tears, and with trials which befell me by the plots of the 
Jews; 20 how I shrank not from declaring unto you any- 
thing that was profitable, and teaching you publicly, and 
from house to house, 21 testifying both to Jews and to 
Greeks repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord 
Jesus *Christ. 22 And now, behold, I go bound in the 
spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall 
befall me there: 23 save that the Holy Spirit testifieth 
unto me in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions 
abide me. 24 But I hold not my life of any account as 
dear unto myself, *so that I may accomplish my course, 
and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the ‘gospel of the grace of God. 25 And now, 
behold, know that ye all, among whom I went about 

reaching the kingdom, shall see =y face no more. 26 

herefore I testify unto you this ay that I am pure 
from the bl of all men. 27 For I shrank not from de- 
claring unto you the whole counsel of a 

10r, presbyters *Many ancient authorities omit 
Christ. *Or, in comparison of accomplishing my course 
*Or, good tidings 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, 
by Thomas Nelson & Sons 


% 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(These references are usually to paragraphs in other les- 
son-articles in this issue, indicated by bold- 
face figures.) 

Verse 17.—Where was Miletus? (Griffith Thomas, 
II, 3; Lesson Scenes; Rogers, 2); Who were “the 
on of the church” at Ephesus? (Griffith Thomas, 

, 3.) 

Verse 19.—What plots of the Jews are referred to? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 4.) 

Verse 22.—What did Paul mean by being “bound 
in the spirit”? (Griffith Thomas, II, 5.) ; 

Verse 24.—Did Paul mean that it was necessary to 
go to Jerusalem to “testify the gospel of the grace of 
God”? (Griffith Thomas, II, 5.) 

Verse 26.—Why does Paul speak of being “pure 
from the blood of all men”? (Pilot, The Lesson It- 
self; Ridgway, 1.) 

Verse 27.—What did he mean by “the whole coun- 
sel of God”? (Griffith Thomas, II, 7.) 

Verse 28.—Who were bishops? (Griffith Thomas, 

Verse 29.—What “grievous wolves” did Paul re- 
fer to? Pilot; Griffith Thomas, II, 7; Mackie, 1; 
Rogers, 3.) 

Verse 34.—What was Paul’s occupation? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 7.) 

Verse 35.—Does this suggest that all ministers 
should follow Paul’s plan in laboring for their sup- 
port? (Griffith Thomas, II, 7; Rogers, 4.) 








Epistle to the Ephesians, in its wealth and fulness, 
shows this, is pointed out by Dr. Thomas (II, 6). 

All full-grown Christians should be feeding others, 
—shepherding them (v. 28). Hints of what it is to 
feed the sheep are given in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ 
rich paragraph (1) on the Good Shepherd who died, 
the Great Shepherd who rose, and the Chief Shep- 
herd, who is coming again. He also (III, 8) notes 
three classes of Christians and the three kinds of 
spiritual truth suited to them. 

The opposite of feeding is poisoning; the oppo- 
site of shepherding is destroying. And Paul gives 
a terrible warning as to grievous wolves (vs. 29, 30) 
that would injure the flock after his departure,— 
even “from among your own selves.” False teachers 
represent Satan (1 Pet. 1:8). What are some of 
these destroying wolves or teachings to-day? New 
Thought, Christian Science, the Higher .Criticism, 
the New Theology. They destroy by denying man’s 
need of the death and blood of Christ, or by de- 
nying the truth of the Word of God. See Mrs. 
Baldwin’s (2) comment on false teachers and how 
to detect them. 

God’s grace is the sure and complete protection 
against every evil and sin of every sort. If we 
wholly accept it, we are wholly safe. So Paul com- 
mends his imperiled loved ones “to God, and to the 
word of his grace” (v. 32). What does Paul say it is 
able to do for them? Get the class to answer, from 
verse 32. Then give them the nine different things 
that the word of God’s grace. can do for us, as 
listed by Dr. Griffith Thomas (III, 9). 
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The Truth That Is Golden 


It is actually possible for a man to know the 
course that God wants him to take, and to accom- 
plish it. Paul held not his life of any account as 
dear unto himself, so that he might accomplish his 
course, and the ministry which he received from the 
Lord Jesus (v. 24). And at the close of his life he 
said, in humble gratitude to God, “I have finished 
the course, I have kept the faith” (2 Tim. 4:7); 
Here at Miletus he looked back over his three years’ 
work at Ephesus, not regretting mistakes and fail- 
ures and saying, “How I wish I had done better 
there,” but praising God for Christ’s sufficiency in 
having held him true and victorious and successful 
during that entire time. There was no egotism or 
pride or self-satisfaction in this; there was only a 
joyous gratitude for the proved knowledge that 
Christ’s grace is sufficient for all needs. 

See Mrs. Baldwin’s (1) searching questions as to 
our past and Paul’s. 

How may one know what God’s will for his course 
is? Get the leaflet by George Miller, “How I Ascer- 
tain the Will of God,” master it, and discuss it in 
class (Bible Institute Colportage Association, 826 N. 
La = St., Chicago; 4 cents a dozen; 25 cents per 
100). 


Teaching Points 


There is no life, no joy, no fruit-bearing to be 
compared with that which results simply from do- 
ing the will of God for you. God has made his 
plans for your life. Will you take “His blueprints” 
and carry them out? Paul did; and he was led 
always in triumph in doing so (2 Cor. 2: 14). 

We can “feed” others (v. 28) by praying for 
them. “Some may be ill-nourished or starving to- 
day because you are not praying for them. 


It is one thing to be saved; it is another to be a 
disciple (learner), always learning more through 
surrendered study of God’s Word, which is able 
to build us up. 

Paul’s Christ-accomplished freedom from the sin 
of covetousness, discussed last week, reappears in 
VS. 33-35, and shines out in his quoting of Jesus’ 
own words. 

Paul’s prayer with those loved friends must have 
been wonderful to hear. Yet we have just such a 
prayer of Paul’s, in Ephesians 3: 14-21. 

Paul loved these friends with a warm, human 
love,—none the less human because it was also 
divine. Being filled with the Spirit does not make 
people callous or indifferent or unhuman. We love 
others as never before when we love Christ more 
than we love them. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Why did it make any difference to Paul whether 
he was at Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost or 
not (v. 16)? 

Would our service for others be weakened or 
strengthened if we sometimes shed tears over it 
(vs. 19, 31)? 

What is “all lowliness of mind” (v. 19)? 

May a man cheapen himself by holding his life 
of no account (v. 24)? , 

What, in a few words, is the whole “gospel of 
the grace of God” (v. 24)? 

Is it not uncharitable to speak of fellow-men as 
“grievous wolves” (v. 29) ? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Paul’s Sorrows and Comforts (2 Cor. 11: 21 to 12: 10) 


A man with as many reasons for pride, a man with 
as many reasons for discouragement, a man with as 
many reasons for thanksgiving, as any man that ever 
lived,—this is the apostle Paul. Our lesson gives us 
some of these many reasons in all three classes. 
Take pencil and paper and, with the Bible open be- 
fore you to the lesson passage, write down each item 
in the three separate groups, and see what impression 
you have of the great apostle. 


What form of persecution named by Paul would 
yqu count hardest for him to endure? 


What form of spiritual suffering (not persecu- 
tion) must have been hardest for him? 


How could Paul really glory in his weaknesses? 


Why is Paul’s thorn called “a messenger of 
Satan”? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Mastering the 


Whole Lesson 


By Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





— 


te 


Tes figure of the shepherd is very familiar in 


the Bible in regard to things spiritual. | Our 

Lord is the Good Shepherd who died (John 
10:11); the great Shepherd who rose (Heb. 13: 
20); and the chief Shepherd who is coming again 
(1 Peter 5:4). Ministers of Christ are also ap- 
propriately described as shepherds and their people 
as sheep (Ezek. 34: 2-24). In this lesson we have 
a beautiful picture of Paul as the spire pastor 
and a revelation of his life and work as shepherd 
of God’s sheep. (1) * 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson ' 


Connection.—After the uproar at Ephesus Paul 
left for Macedonia, according to his intention (19: 
21). He landed at Troas where he waited for Titus, 
who had been sent to Corinth, probably with our 
First Epistle. During this time special anxieties and 
opportunities came (2 Cor. 1: 8-10; 2:12, 13). But 
on account of anxiety and perhaps illness, he cut 
short his stay and went on to Macedonia where Titus 
rejoined him, probably at Philippg”(2 Cor. 7: 5-7). 
In Macedonia Paul also met Timothy (19:22). Then 
followed a tour occupying s months, including 
the Churches at Philippi, Berceea and Thessalonica, 
and apparently the journey extended as far as Illy- 
ricum, a Province on the Adriatic Sea, north of 
Macedonia (Rom. 15:19). To this time is assigned 
Second Corinthians. (2) 

Then followed a journey into Greece or the Ro- 
man Province of Achaia as intended (19:21). It 
is not known whether he revisited Athens, but cer- 
tainly he stayed at Corinth (Rom. 16:23). During 
these three months he wrote and sent his Epistle to 
the Romans. It was then his purpose to journey 
to Jerusalem, but a plot was discovered which led 
to an alteration of plans. Instead of sailing direct 
from the port of Corinth for Syria in order to keep 
the Passover in Jerusalem, he determined to return 
through Macedonia by a much longer route, thus giv- 
ing up the idea of getting to Jerusalem for the Pass- 
over. It is usually thought that when he was about 
to sail in a pilgrim ship, the Jews of Corinth had 
planned to get rid of him during the voyage, for it 
would be easy in a crowded ship to push a man over- 
board. This was a new kind of plot (9:24; 18:12). 
Several of his friends were with him (20: 4), doubt- 
less as delegates from the Gentile Churches carry- 
ing the contributions for Jerusalem. At Philippi 
Luke seems to have joined the party (v. 6), and 
at length they arrived at Troas. The story of the 
Sunday at Troas is noteworthy for the episode of 
Eutychus (vs. 7-12). 

Then the Apostle’s companions set sail, while he 
himself went by land, probably desiring to spend a 
longer time with the disciples and also it may be 
to have an opportunity of quiet fellowship with God 
in view of what was before him. From Assos ‘they 
journeyed together by sea until at length they reached 
Miletus, at that time an important sea-port, though 
now ten miles inland. It was some thirty-six miles 
south of Ephesus, and to prevent delay Paul sum- 
moned the elders of the Church at Ephesus rather 
than go to the city again. The plot had made it 
impossible for him to reach Jerusalem by the Pass- 
over, and it was, therefore, all the more necessary, 
if possible, to reach there by the Feast of Pentecost, 
fifty days after. It was at Miletus that he deliv- 
ered the solemn and beautiful address which forms 
our lesson (3) 


Date.—Authorities differ as to whether this should 
be 57 or 58. Arnold, “Chart of Paul’s Journeyings” 
(The Sunday School Times Co., 20 cents; Stirling, 
“Atlas,” pages 19, 20 (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, 40 cents). . 


Il. The Lesson 


All through this chapter we have Paul’s special 
association with believers and the address at Miletus 
is the only example we possess of an address to 
Christians. The other speeches in Acts were dif- 
ferent and were addressed to non-Christian audi- 
ences. 


A Look Backward (vs. 18-21).—First of all, he 
calls attention to his life in their midst since the 
start, during the three years past (21:4). 1. The 
character of his work is seen in a threefold way (v. 
19); lowliness, tears, and trials, The trials were 
due to plots of which we have no details (9:24; 
20:3). The Apostle’s tears are found recorded on 
three different occasions and are connected with the 
unconverted, as here; with inconsistent Christians 
(2 Cor. 2:4); and with unworthy ministers (Phil. 
3:18). 2. Then his methods of work are indicated 
(v. 20) in a ministry both public and private (16: 
37; 1 Cor. 16:19; 1 Thess. 2:11). 3. The message 


he delivered is also significant, including repentance 
‘and faith, turning from sin and trusting Christ (1 
Thess. 1:9). These two doctrines are the funda- 
mental. requirements of the Gospel, letting go sin 
and laying hold of Christ. This personal review of 
the Apostle was necessary as a vindication after the 
serious attacks made against him in various ways (Gal. 
1:10; 1 Thess. 2: 3-5; 2 Cor. 10:8; 12: 16-18). (4) 
A Look Forward (vs. 22-24).—Then the Apostle 
turns to the future and refers to what he was ex- 
pecting. He was on his way to Jerusalem “bound in 
the spirit,” which means either constrained by the 
Holy Spirit or else refers to the Divine Spirit acting 
on the human. If it means the Holy Spirit, perhaps 
he had been notified through prophets (21: 11). (§) 


A Look Outward (vs. 25-27.—Then came the ne- 
cessity for some pastoral counsels and warnings 
based upon what he had said. He bore solemn testi- 
mony that he had worked conscientiously and had 
done all that he could for their salvation. He re- 
minded them that he had not hesitated to declare 
the entire plan and purpose of God in all its fulness. 
The Epistle to the Ephesians in its wealth and ful- 
ness of exposition clearly indicates this. It would 
seem as though there had always been a strong 
temptation to hold back essential truth, but this was 
a point on which Paul never wavered (13: 46; 14:3; 
19:8; 28:31). (6) 

A Look Inward (vs. 28-35).—But the position 
called for special care (v. 28) both in regard to 
themselves and to their people, especially because the 
Holy Spirit had appointed them as overseers to act 
as shepherds of the sheep. It is interesting to notice 
that the same people who are called “elders” (v. 17) 
are here described as “bishops” (v. 28). Through- 
out the New Testament the two terms represent two 
aspects of the same office, the one referring to senior- 
ity and the other to supervision. Later on the offices 
were distinguished. The reference to the Church 
is also important, though there is a differencé of 
reading. Some weighty authorities: read “the Church 
of God” and others “the Church of the Lord.” Ob- 
jection has been felt by many to the phrase “God 
... purchased with his own- blood,” but as our 
Saviour was God as well as man, the expression, 
however strange, is theologically true, and it is gen- 
,trally thought that the harder reading is always to 
‘be. preferred. Then, too, the phrase “Church of 

” is frequently found in the New Testament, 
while “Church of the Lord” is not. The purchase 
of the Church with Christ’s own blood is a significant 
testimony to redemption (Eph. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1: 18, 
19). Then the Apostle solemnly warns them of 
dangers in the future. False teachers (“wolves”) 
would enter into the Church and cause great trouble 
(v. 29), and even professing Christians would lead 
people astray. It was for this reason they were 
to be on the alert, like shepherds watching their 
flocks by night (v. 31), recalling what the Apostle 
himself had done during his time with them. Mean- 
while, he commended them to God (v. 32) and did 
not hesitate to point out that his life was absolutely 
free of self-interest and greed (v. 33). He showed 
his hands, as he spoke, hardened by toil in tent-mak- 
ing (13:16; 19:6), and thereby proved in his life 
the reality of his own teaching (vs. 34, 35). Not 
that this necessarily means all ministers should imi- 
tate Paul in regard to toil (1 Tim. 5:17, 18). In 
so speaking, he referred to a saying of our Lord, 
the only one recorded in the New Testament out- 
side the Gospels. Paul’s own life was a perfect 
example of this statement (1 Thess. 5:14; Rom. 
12:13; 1 Tim. 6: 10). (7) 

A Look Upward (vs. 36-38).—Then came the mo- 
ment for parting which was associated with prayer. 
Having commended them to God, he prayed with 
them all, and the touching references to the departure 
showed, as they kissed him tenderly again and again, 
what they felt in losing their beloved leader. They 
were conscious that they might never see him again 
after all he had brought to them of the deepest and 
greatest blessings of life. 


Ill. Central Truths 


The whole lesson is a wonderful revelation of the 
pastor’s heart, and the Golden Text is just one 
special point of importance in connection with Paul 
and his friends. 


1. His Message—It is noteworthy that there are 
three phrases used indicative of what the Apostle 
had been preaching and teaching. (1) “The grace of 
God” (v. 24). This seems to represent, in particu- 
lar, the elementary fundamental truths of the Gos- 
pel in relation to our Lord as Saviour. (2) “The 
Kingdom” (v. 25). This perhaps indicates fuller 
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and deeper truth as taught to those who had been 
Christians for some time. It refers to the rule and 
sovereignty of God, present and future. (3) “The 
whole counsel of God” (v. 27). This undoubtedly 
refers to the deepest, fullest and most mature spirit- 
ual truths as suited to those who had been Chris- 
tians a long time. These three aspects of the Apos- 
tle’s message are in close harmony with John’s ref- 
erences to the three classes of Christians, “children,” 
“young men,” and “fathers” (1 John 2: an. 
When we commence the Christian life, we are but 
children and the “grace of God” is the special mes- 
sage. As we grow in grace and become “youn 

men,” we are strong in relation to the “Kingdom. 
And then as we proceed further and become “fath- 
ers,” Christians of ripe experience, we appreciate 
and understand “the whole counsel of God.” Thus, 
the Apostle fed his flock with “food convenient.” (8) 

2. His Prayer—Then as he left them, he com- 
mended them “to God and to the word of his grace.” 
It was the gracious revelation of God that con- 
stituted the secret of Christian living and progress. 
God has spoken to us in his Son (Heb. 1:1, 2) and 
his word is “able to build us up and to give us an 
inheritance among all them that are sanctified.” 
These three elements of the Christian life through 
the word of God are most important: (1) Edifica- 
tion, (2) Sanctification, (3) Inheritance. We are 
thus reminded of the necessity and importance of 
the word of God in the Christian life, for in one 
way or another every element in our experience is 
associated with God’s truth. We are begotten of 
the word (1 Peter 1:23); by the word we grow 
(1 Peter 2:2); by the word we are cleansed (John 
15:3); built up (Acts 20:32); fed (Jer. the $ 
sanctified (John 17:17); protected (Psa. 119: 11); 
led (Psa. 25:5); and satisfied (Psa. 119: 103). 
Thus, from first to last we find reality, illumination, 
and satisfaction in fellowship with Christ through 
his word. No wonder the Apostle commended them 
to God “and the word of his grace.” (9) 

IV. A Lesson Outline 
1. A Look Backward (Phil. 1: 15-26). 
2. A Look Forward (2 Tim. 3: 1-7). 
3. A Look Outward (1 Peter 5: 1-7). 
4. A Look Inward (Eph. 6: 10-20). 
5. A Look Upward (Heb. 13:20, 21). 

Wycuirre CoLiece, Toronto. 


x“ 
The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


“Tears, Only Tears.”—Serving the Lord with all 
lowliness of mind (v. 19). Some years ago Pastor 
Wagner,’ a French minister, published a little book 
called “The Simple Life.” It had a tremendous 
reading. He shewed that the “Simple Life” was a 
condition of mind and not of circumstances. This 
fact was the revelation of his message. The same 
thing is true in the religious life. There are folks 
who think the most religious man is the fellow who 
gets up Sunday morning and is all day hustling from 
one service to another, being much in evidence; at- 
tends all mid-week meetings; goes to all the church 
conventions, and is in so many religious things he 
has little time for much else. I have known more 
than one such fellow suddenly stop short off and 
hardly get to church once a week. Some little thing 
got into his poorly-built religious machinery. A new 
preacher he didn’t like. He was not invited to 
Deacon Jones’ swell party.” Or some other foolish 
thing puts the rattling Mr. Religious out of the run- 
ning and he becomes a castaway (1 Cor. 9:27). 
The trouble had been his religion was not an inside 
affair. As Paul puts it “humility of mind and with 
many tears.” This was the secret of Paul, and the 
secret of all success in the Christian walk. Note 
the TEARS. This way is always watered with tears. 
Jesus wept over the city he loved. Heathendom is 
coming because wet with the tears of God’s choicest 
—yea, and irrigated with their blood (2 Kings 20:5). 


The Simple Thing.—Repentance toward God, and 
faith toward ar toed Jesus Christ (v. 21).—Re- 
ligion is double-acting. Repentance goes backward. 
Faith goes forward, “Father, forgive.” “I do be- 
lieve.” Just think of it! These are the only two 
motions the soul has to make to secure happiness 
and success in this world and salvation and life in 
the next (Luke 18:13, 14, 42; John 5:24). Nota 
penny to pay. Not a duty to do. Just to fall down 
and say “Father, I have sinned in thy sight and am 
no more worthy to be called thy son.” To turn to 
the cross and cry “Lord, remember me.” Could sal- 
vation be put in simpler and more universal terms 
than a scapegrace at the end of his string and a 
thief at the end of his rope—the hangman’s rope of 
that day being a horrible thing of wood and iron 
spikes. Yet thousands fail to appreciate the rescue 
and accept the salvation because of the very sim- 
plicity of it. That simple and great invention which 
will be made to-morrow has been overlooked all 
these years because of its very simplicity. A man 
I know pasted a piece of chamois skin on a block 
and made a patent slate cleaner which he sold for 
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$20,000. A man put a grooved pulley on 
the end of a fishing pole and ran it up 
against a clothes line and invented the 
trolley car and made a fortune. Other 
fellows missed it. Will you miss this 
other simple thing we call salvation and 
which means riches for eternity? 


Paul and Jim.—None of these things 
move me (v. 24). I am on the train 
from Pittsburgh to Cleveland where I 
take the boat for Detroit. I have spent 
the day at the great Heinz (“57 Vari- 
eties”) plant. Mr. Kober, the purchas- 
ing agent, said, “Why, Ridgway, every- 
body here knows you, we are nearly all 
Sunday-school people of the great 
Times family and” ——just here a fine- 
looking old fellow has come through 
lifting the tickets. I put out my hand, 
as I always do to these splendid old 
veterans, and said “Shake, captain. How 
long have you been with the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad?” “Fifty years.” “What 
church do you belong to?” “Presby- 
terian, Allegheny Central.” His name 
is James Eberline; may be you know 
“Jim.” Now listen, you young fellows, 
I have been doing this kind of thing on 
the trains all over the land and I have 
yet to find the railroad veteran of 
thirty to fifty years who was not a 
Christian. The man who is fastened up 
tight to heaven cannot be moved (John 
10: 28, 29; Psa. 17:5 marg.). 


Are You?—/ am pure from the blood 
of all men (v. 26). How about Stephen, 
Paul? And the rest of those perse- 
cuted first Christians? (Acts 22:4). 
These things were before that event on 
the Damascus Road and before a new 
man was born into the world. Always 
remember that the deviltry you did be- 
fore you were born of the Spirit is as 
though it never was. My dear girl, 
when you are made new in Him you 
become as pure as the angels in heaven 
(Isa. 1:18; 2 Cor. 5:17). There never 
was any greater falsehood sung than, 
“The bird with a broken pinion never 
soars as high again.” “Blue Bird’ of 
Mulberry Bend did all her high soaring 
after Christ had lifted her. The world’s 
best. baseball pitcher was “a kid with a 
busted arm.” The soar of the broken 
pinion depends upon the doctor who 
handles the case. The Great Physician 
always makes a perfect job of the break 
that is brought to him. Paul comforts 
himself with the fact that if any man 
he has touched is lost that death cannot 
be charged to Paul’s lack of faithful- 
ness in giving warning. Suppose all of 
us were as earnest as Paul. And we 
run no risk of stones or stripes. (1) 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
| Schoo! Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submit vstrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. ll read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 

His Boys.—/ commend you to God, 
and to the word of his grace (Golden 
Text). A young man was closing his 
service as instructor in Robert Col- 
lege, Constantinople. That evening he 
was in charge of the study-hour of the 
boys for the last time. The custom was 
to conclude with a short devotional 
service. As he looked into the faces 
of those eaget Armenians, Bulgarians, 
and Greeks whose future had become 
of vital interest to him because of a 
most happy three-year intimacy, and 
over whose lives hung the _ blackest 
clouds, he could only read of Christ’s 
sure companionship and then commend 
them most earnestly to the Father's 
care. And their response was alto- 
gether boyish. Four stalwart Bulgar- 
ians lifted him upon their shoulders 
and carried him along with the cheer- 
ing crowd to his room in the fourth 
story. Since that day awful massacre 
and cruel war have cast their shadows 
over those young men, but that teacher 
knows his prayer has been answered, 
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and God’s care and grace will enable 
each to be “faithful to the end.” Sent 
by - Rev. Carl W. Scovel, Cortland, 
“Steam Ahead!” But none of these 
things move me (v. 24, A. V.) “You 
remember the battle of Manila Bay. 
It was black night when the American 
squadron approached its entrance; and 
Gridley, of the Olympia, signaled from 
the conning-tower to the commodore 
on the bridge, “We are approaching the 
entrance of Manila Bay.’ ‘Steam 
ahead!’ came back the commodore’s an- 
swer. Again the signal from the con- 
ning-tower to the bridge, ‘We are com- 
ing to that part which is supposed to 
be mined.’ ‘Steam ahead!’ came back 
the commodore’s order. Then the flash 
of fire and the boom of a great gun, 
and again the signal from the conning- 
tower to the bridge, ‘The forts of Cavite 
have opened on us.’ ‘Steam ahead!’ 
came back the commodore’s reply. And 
on they went, upder the batteries, over 
the mines, into the heart of Manila 
Bay; and when morning came, here 
stood the American squadron in battle 
array, flying the stars and stripes, fac- 
ing the frowning forts and warships, 
the bands playing the ‘Star Spangled 
Banner,’ and then came the conflict and 
the victory..—From Evangelistic Ser- 
mons-in Outline, by the Rev. C. Perrin. 
Sent by the Rev. J. W. McKean, Car- 
thage, Mo. The prize for this week is 
awarded to this illustration. (1) 


“Narrer Minded.”—So that I may 
accomplish my course (v. 24). An 
American magazine, Life and Light, has 
the following remarks upon the ministry 
of St. Paul in contrast with the multi- 
farious engagements of pastors in the 
present day. The speaker, who is evi- 
dently “a coloured person,” says :—“You 
folks think the ’postle Paul was a won- 
derful man, but I don’t. There ain’t 
nothin’ wonderful about the success that 
he had, as you call it. Just look at 
the facts. He, maybe, was an uncom- 
mon good Christian, but he didn’t do 
nothin’ else, according to his own state- 
ment. ‘This one thing I do.’ I say he 
was narrer-minded. Now look at my 
wife’s preacher. He leads the choir, 
and is president of the singin’ society, 
and holds office in two of our lodges, 
and he is a brother Mason besides. He 
takes an interest in the young folks and 
goes to the baseball and football games. 
Paul wasn’t president of nothin’ and 
didn’t lead nothin’ and didn’t do nothin’ 
but be a preacher. I guess I could be 
a pretty good Christian myself if I put 
all my time and strength to it. Any one 
could, I reckon. If our preachers cared 
to bring themselves down to that kind 
of livin’ they might have better meet- 
in’s."—From the Sunday School Chron- 
icle. Sent by W. R. Clark, Belper, 
Derby, Eng. (2) 


Your Gospel.—To testify the gospel 
of the grace of God (v. 24). 


“You are writing a Gospel, 
A chapter each day, 
By deeds that you do, 
By words that you say. 
Men read what you write, 
Whether faithless or true. 
Say! What is the Gospel according to 
you ?” 


—From Paul Gilbert, in The Expositor. 
Sent by the Rev. T. De Courcy Rayner, 
Hamilton, Ont., Canada. 


A Five-Hundred-Dollar Baptism.—To0 
testify the gospel of the grace of God 
(v. 24). A Chinese boy in Singapore 
had arranged to be baptized shortly 
after his graduation, but to his surprise 
he won a scholarship of $500 a year for 
four years in the Hongkong Univer- 
sity. One of the conditions was, “The 
winner must be a Confucianist.” To 
a poor student the temptation to defer 
baptism was very great, but he resisted 
and stood before the altar for baptism 
at the appointed time. . A friend, a Con- 
fucianist, stood next in line for the 
scholarship, but was so impressed that 
he refused the scholarship; saying, “If 
Christianity. is worth so much to my 
classmate, it can be worth no less to 
me. I will. be a Christian.” He also 





was baptized.—From the Epworth Her- 
ald. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Dolge- 
ville, N. Y. 


Couldn’t Be Kept Down.—These 
hands ministered (v. 34). In a college 
in the South, I was entertained by the 
president of the college. It was a poor 
little college, and there were not very 
many rooms in it, so the president gave 
me his room. And I was waked up 
very early in the morning by hearing 
some one come into the room. I didn’t 
want to appear intrusive at all, so I 
lay there quietly to see who was com- 
ing in; and I. saw the president of the 
college coming in, and he took my boots, 
and I saw him take them to an adjoin- 
ing room, and go down there on that 
floor and black those boots. I could 
have cried at the sight. God has lifted 
that man’s head very high since then. 
There was too much humility in his 
spirit for God to keep him in a low 
position—From Robert E. Speer, in 
Northfield Echoes. Sent by the Rev. 
D. H. Strong, Milton, Vt. 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


SHRANK not from declaring unto you 

anything that was profitable (v. 20). 
Referring to the faithful wounds given 
by a true friend, an Oriental saying ex- 
presses it: “His strokes are raisins, 
and the stones he throws are figs,” afd 
another says: “Better rebuke from 
the wise than praise from the foolish.” 


The church of the Lord which he pur- 
chased with his own blood (v. 28). The 
right of purchased possession here re- 
ferred to may be under the symbol of 
the. purchased bride, or of property 
bought to be consecrated for ever to 
a special sacred: use.. In modern Ori- 
ental. marriages the idea of purchase is 
much relaxed, but the memory of the 
past still lingers like the perfume in 
a dried leaf. Frequently a small coin 
is offered by the bridegroom to the 
bride’s father, as a symbol of confirma- 
tion, an act of courtesy to the tradi- 
tions, and an aristocratic suggestion of 
having had ancestors worth imitating. 


Grievous wolves shall enter in among 
you (v. 29). The wolf is content to 
select one sheep and keep hold of it, 
but the noise made by these two so 
frightens the others that the flock is all 
scattered in different directions. 

When the flock has no longer the 
comfort and consciousness of union 
under the chief shepherd, its scattered 
portions are the more liable to be 
seized and marked by those who wish 
to take his place. (1) 


I coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or 
apparel (v. 33). There is a custom 
among the Moslems that when one of 
the believers has died and gone to be 
a seeker of mercy before the throne of 
God, and while the body is lying in 
the house draped for the funeral pro- 
cession, one arises and asks the friends 
present, “What think ye of this man?” 
The questions put and answered refer 
to his life as that of a witness to the 
faith, a man of prayer, a faithful hus- 
band and father, as honest or other- 
wise in business, and kind to the poor, 
the orphan, and the stranger. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


ILETUS, where ‘Paul waited to 

meet the Ephesus friends, is not 
now a large seaport town, as it was 
nineteen hundred years ago. The old 
harbor has been filled with mud and 
sand brought down by a mountain river. 
The chief buildings long ago fell into 
ruin. Only a few people live to-day 
near the site of the once proud city. 
But, if we visit the splendid old open- 
air theater, where the grandest of the 
famous Greek dramas used to be given, 
we can readily believe that Miletus was 
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once a center of riches and culture. We 
will stand by one of the upper rows of 
stone benches which line a curving slope 
of a hill, and face northwest. The num- 
ber 31 on our map is connected with our 














Fully ten thousand spectators used to 
be seated on the benches over which 
we look. The stage was that level space 
down before us. At the right we get a 
glimpse of the famous Meander river, 
creeping through soggy marshes of its 
own making. Those peaked hills _be- 
yond were harbor islands when Paul 
came here. Chios, Samos and Trogyl- 
lium are a dozen to fifteen miles away, 
off-shore. The island of Patmos, where 
St. John later wrote his Revelation, is 
only about forty miles from where we 
stand. : 

Use a stereograph entitled “Miletus, 
where Paul called the convention.” 

The Underwood Travel System is, under 
this heading, applied as usual to the lessons 
for the year. he use of the stereographs 
will be found a most practicable help in 
making the lesson places real. Forty-four 
laces will be visited during 1916; the forty- 
our stereographs cost $7.33, and if all are 
ordered at one time, a-cloth-bound, gold-let- 
tered case is given free. Ten places are 
visited and. described with the lessons of 
this third quarter, cost $1.67. Less than four 
in any one order, 20 cents each. Stereoscopes 
90 cents each. Postage or express is prepaid 
on all orders for aravengvares or stereo- 
scopes. Lantern slides_of the same scenes 
can also be obtained. Plain ‘slides, 50 cents 
each; sepia-tinted, 5s cents; colored, $1.10. 
In orders for twenty-five or more at one time 
prices are: plain slides, 40 cents each; sepia- 
tinted, 48 cents; colored, $1.10. Address The 
Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before The Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
may we know and have the glad abandon 
of faith. May we not hedge ourselves about 
with barriers of doubt and tear and self- 
interest. Give us, we pray, the free and glad 
— of explorers unafraid in the country 
of spiritual resources beyond our dreams, 
and may we _ see the goal of service for 
thee so clearly that we shall not be con- 
fused or halted by anything unworthy. In 
thy dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A word to the 
superintendent: Your few moments are 
golden, as you stand before the school. 
Look out over the classes, in your 
imagination, as you read these words. 
What a picture in miniature of the 
needy, eager, struggling, hoping, lov- 
ing, trusting and doubting folk that 
have proceeded across the field of his- 
tory in all the ages! In three minutes, 
in five minutes, you are to say human 
words that must stir many in that 
crowd, and for that you need spiritual 
light and energy. Some of them may 
never hear your voice again. 

Just between ourselves, now, can you 
fervently join with Paul in his burning 
words: “But I hold not my life of 
any account as dear unto myself, so 
that I may accomplish my course, and 
the ministry which I received from the 
Lord Jesus, to testify of the gospel of 
the grace of God”? By your voice, 
your look, by the intensity of your earn- 
estness, will any of the teachers or 
pupils be reminded of apostolic zeal 
and devotion? Or will your words be, 
indeed, “well chosen,” but not on fire? 
The preparation for that message of 
yours goes deep into your own life, 
doesn’t it? 

If you feel that the heart of the les- 





SS 








SSS 





LESSON FOR AUG. 27 (Acts 20 : 16-38) 


son is Paul’s devotion, or perhaps his 
commending of Christians to God, in 
either case your own experience of 
grace will control the quality of your 
message to the school. 

Tell, if you will, of an instance of 
devotion to God that you know, seen 
in the life of a humble follower of 
his, or in the life of Livingstone, or 
another great missionary, where life 
was held of no account as compared 
ee to God. Then put on the 

rd: 





LIFE GIVEN FOR Geavice 
WHICH? 











Ask the school to think quietly about 
that. question, and then to bow in 
prayer, while the pastor leads in ask- 
ing God to give us the true spirit of 
devotion to Him. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 
“ All the way my leads me.” 
“God be with you we meet again.” 
“ God will take care ze 







* He leadeth me: O thought.” 

“In heavenly love ‘ys 

“O Jesus, I have ‘nd 

“The Lord's my T’ll not want.” 
“We'll never say in heaven.” 


(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.”’) 
Psalm 67 : 1-7 (133 : 1-3). 
Psalm &% : 1-12 (169 : 1, 5-7). 
Psalm 119: 57-64 (248 : 1-6). 
Psalm 18 : 20-30 (30 : 1-4). 
Psalm 119 : 9-16 (242 : 4-6). 


[ Department Helps ] 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—True soldiers 
are ready to live or die. (Include 
all of chapter-20 for the lesson story.) 


Illustrations.—Soldiers called to Eu- 
rope’s great armies had to obey at once. 
When they said good-bye, they hoped 
to return home, but they started out 
ready to live or die for their countries. 
Soldiers of war are ordered to do harm 
to others. Soldiers of Christ are called 
to do good. 

Why were Philip, Peter, and Paul 
good soldiers of Jesus Christ? Philip 
obeyed God’s command to help the 
Ethiopian; Peter obeyed and went to 
help Cornelius, the Roman captain; 
Paul traveled to many places where 
God’s Spirit told him to go. Those were 
missionary journeys. Sometimes he 
went alone, sometimes he had com- 
panions: Barnabas, Silas, Timothy, and 








others. Sing the chorus of “Onward 
Christian Soldiers.” 
Introduction—Every summer many 


people go away for vacation and re- 
turn to their homes. Many families 
are returning now, so that the children 
may start to school in a few days. 

Whenever Paul made a missionary 
journey he came back to Jerusalem to 
tell his Christian friends what had hap- 
pened. To-day’s story tells about Paul 
journeying to Jerusalem. 

Long before, in Jerusalem, Paul took 
care of the clothes of the men who 
stoned Stephen; another time he started 
to arrest and bring back Christians to 
put them in prison. Near Damascus 
Paul saw a great light. Jesus spoke to 
him and Paul became a Christian. After 
that Paul wanted to tell the story of 
Jesus. 

Review—During some of his jour- 
neys Paul was stoned and arrested and 
put in prison just as he had intended 
to treat others. Paul was ready to live 
or die for Jesus. He once wrote to 
Timothy, Endure hardness as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ (2 Tim. 2:3). 

Lesson Story—After the riot stopped 
at Ephesus (about the goddess Diana 
and her temple, and the men who made 


and sold silver images) Paul left some ; back upon a past of: defeat. 
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tians in Ephesus while he took a jour- | 
ney for several months to visit the 
Christians in other places, where he had | 
been before. | 

After a while he started back. Sev- | 
eral friends traveled with him part of 
the way. Sometimes they rode on a 
ship; sometimes they walked. 

Paul stopped to preach at many places 
along the way. He traveled near 
Ephesus, but didn’t have time to go 
there, for he wanted to reach Jeru- 
salem in time for the feast of Fente- | 
cost, just as people are anxious nowa- 
days to reach home for Thanksgiving 
or Christmas. 

Paul sent word for friends in Ephesus 
to come to see him at a near-by city, | 
where the ship stopped to unload and. 
load—just, as people sometimes go to 
a railroad station to meet a friend who 
is passing through. - 

Quite a number went to see Paul. | 
How much they had to say in a little 
while! Paul said, Since the first time 
I-came to you, I served the Lord and 
taught both Jews and Greeks. I kept 
back nothing which would help you. I 
taught publicly and from house to house. 
I was not afraid to speak for Jesus. I 
worked to take care of myself and my 
friends, so as not to be a burden to, 
you. 

You ought to work to help the weak. | 
Remember the words of Jesus—how he | 
said It is more blessed to give than to_ 
receive. Sometimes the Jews were un- 
kind and cruel to me, but I was ready | 
to live or die for the Lord Jesus. 

Paul told them that he must journey 
on to Jerusalem, though he was sure 
there were troubles ahead. (Read vs. | 
22-25.) | 

His friends couldn’t bear to think 
that they might never see his face again. | 
Paul said, Watch! and remember the 
story of Jesus; I commend you to God; 
which means, God bless you. 

It was almost time for the ship to 
go. They kneeled down while Paul | 
prayed. Many cried, and as they said | 
good-bye they put their arms around 
him and kissed him, feeling so sorry 
because he said they should see his face 
no more. ‘Then they went with him to 
the ship and Paul sailed away on his 
journey to Jerusalem, ready to live or | 
die for Jesus Christ. 

After the Story—Tell of a modern | 
missionary who has gone for Jesus’ | 
sake to a foreign country or mention 
the Christian Armenians, who recently 
proved themselves ready to die for 
Jesus. ' 

Hand-work.—Draw, fold or cut out! 
a simple ship, and write on it something 
that Paul said or did. 

Tp-day’s story could be worked out 











effectively upon the sand-table by 
teacher and children. 
CHICAGO. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


GROUP of Bible Institute students 
were at the depot saying good-by to 
one of their number, Miss Christine 
Suderman, who was returning to Kam- 
erun, Africa. The friends were heavy- 
hearted. They were thinking of the 
years of separation, possibly never to 
see each other in this life, of the priva- 
tion, sickness, and misfortune that might 
come. Miss Suderman loved her friends 
dearly, and appreciated every comfort 
and privilege of the homeland, but the 
anticipation of. again taking Christ to 
the Africans overwhelmed her with joy. 
She, -like Paul, counted not her life dear 
unto herself. 
Have Acts 20:1-16 read as one of 
the girls traces the journey by map. 
Paul’s Past.—Paul first points to his 
past life among them, as an example 
of what a Christian should be. We 
are all quite willing to rise in Christian 
Endeavor meeting or elsewhere and tell 
what we want our future life to be- 
Our past and our future ideals are | 
often quite unlike. Paul didn’t look | 
Some of 





of his friends to look after the Chris-' us leave good impressions of the sort | 


of girls we are with strangers, but we 
dare not talk very loudly before the 
home folks and our best friends who 
know us. We appear well before com- 
pany when on dress parade, but at home 
we are impertiment to mother, lose our 
tempers with our sisters, and scold our 
brothers. Paul could speak unashamed 
of his life to those with whom he had 
lived and among whom he had labored. 
Some Christian leaders are forced to 
say to people: “Do as I tell you, not 
as I do,” but Paul could say “Do as I 


| do.” How about it, teachers, are- you 


the living illustration of all that you 
teach? (1) 

Paul’s Future—Paul knew not what 
awaited him. He knew there would 
be hardship and trial. He was not 
afraid. He knew that whatever came 
would be among God’s “all things” 


| (Rom. 8:28) for him. Paul, like the 


engineer below deck, could not see the 
way, but knew that if he but obeyed 
the orders of his all-seeing, all-know- 
ing, and ever-present Pilot he would 
come safely into port. 

“And so in the wearisome journey 

Over life’s troubled sea, 

I know not the way I am going 

But Jesus shall pilot me.” 

Paul didn’t enjoy hardship any more 
than we do; life was dear, but it wasn’t 
dear unto himself. Paul felt that life 
was only worth while when placed at 
God’s disposal. For to me to live is— 
What would you fill in, pleasure, music, 
education, money, _ self-gratification? 
Are you living for what you can get 
out of life, for what it will give you, 
or can you say with Paul, “For to me 
to live is Christ”? (Phil. 1:21; Gal. 
2:20.) Real life is letting Christ have 
entire possession and live out through 
you in helpfulness to others. Miss Su- 
derman had learned Paul’s secret. 


Paul’s Counsel—Paul cautions these 
elders to (1) watch their own lives and 
guard the lives of those whom God 
had committed to them. How do we 
know that they and we all are precious 
to God? (v. 28.) What danger threat- 
ened? .The same wolves are still 
prowling .about, destroying and deceiv- 
ing even the very elect. They are in 
sheep’s. clothing. We often mistake 
them for God’s own flock, true Chris- 
tians. But they are false, having a form 
of godliness, but denying the power 
thereof (2 Tim. 3:15). We may de- 
tect them, for they offer to give us sal- 
vation some other way than through the 
shed blood of Jesus Christ. They are 
thieves and robbers, trying to climb up 
some other way than ‘God's way (John 
10:1, 9). Paul makes plain how Chris- 
tians shall not fall a prey to them—by 
feeding (v. 28) upon the Word of his 
grace (v. 32). If we do not feed our 
souls with the milk and meat of the 
Word we find ourselves hungry, and 
before we realize may be feeding upon 
husks and stubble (the false). (2) 

Paul also urges them to be (2) in- 
dustrious and to be (3) helpful to -oth- 
ers. Not only are they to provide for 
their own needs, but they are to aid 
those less fortunate. No girl would be 
guilty of knocking the crutches out from 
under a girl weak physically, yet many 
a girl weak spiritually is caused to fall 
by some strong girl who says, “the 
—— doesn’t hurt me.” 

What a privilege the Christian girl 
has! Her life can be a continual act 
of giving, not alone money, but helpful- 
ness and, most of all, Christ. As Paul 
bade those elders good-by he said, “I 
am pure from the blood of all men” 
(v. 26), meaning that he had done all 
that lay in his power to win men to 
Christ. In all things he was an ex- 
ample of what a Christian ought to be. 
Are you a present-day Paul? 

For Next Week’s Lesson 

What led Paul to recount his suffer- 
ings? 

Of what experiences recorded by Paul 
have we studied in Acts? 

Why do people suffer? 

When is suffering a blessing, when a 
curse? 

How was Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” 
conquered ? 

Biste Institute, Los ANGELES. 
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For Those Using the Times 
Question Quarterly for Pupils 


To Times Question Quarterly gives 
date, number, title, Golden Text, . 
and Scripture reference of each lesson, 
but no text. For the text pupils must 
use their Bibles, and familiarity with 
their Bibles is thus the first advantage 
of this plan. 

In the Quarterly itself, following the 
title, Golden Text, etc., come two sets 
of questions on the lesson. The first set 
(usually about seven in number) is in- 
tended to cover the. “story” of the les- 
son. Each pupil is required to answer 
this first set of questions in writing, 
, using blank space provided for the pur- 
pose on each page. The leaf is per- 
forated. The pupil tears it out and 
brings it to Sunday-school with him. 

A second set of questions follows, 
containing additional work for the older 
pupils, but written work is not required 
on this set. : 

The Times Question Quarterly for 
Pupils, each perforated sheet contain- 
ing two sets of questions-on the lesson 
with blank space for written answers, 
may be ordered at 10 cents per quar- 
terly booklet, postpaid, or 40 cents a 
year, from The Sunday School Times 
Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Mr. Long’s Hints on Lesson 9 


HE title of our lesson is “Journey- 

ing to Jerusalem.” Let’s not leave 
Paul stranded on the beach at Miletus! 
Let’s finish the trip! 

Let us see what his plans were before 
the riot at Ephesus, then follow him 
from Ephesus into Europe, back into 
Asia Minor and on to Jerusalem. 

It is also a good opportunity to do 
some good work with the older pupils 
on “the days of unleavened bread” and 
“Pentecost.” Most of us will confuse 
those terms in reading the lesson over 
the first time. That will again show us 
the importance of careful study of the 
text to see exactly what it says. 

A “travel” treatment of the lesson 
will be interesting to the pupils and will 
give them a better idea of that phase 
of Paul’s life than they will get other- 
wise. I have therefore taken the liberty 
of suggesting as the lesson text a 
longer section than that designated by 
the Lesson Committee. 

Impress on your pupils the incident 
found in chapter 21:10-14, showing 
Paul’s loyalty and devotion. 

Chapter 21:8 will afford good oppor- 
tunity for review work. 

The incident in 20:7-10 is the first 
mention of the observance of Sunday 
as the sabbath, and it will be very in- 
teresting to the younger pupils. 

Et Paso, Texas. 


% 
Pucker’s ‘‘ Boy’s-Eye View’”’ 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


WE BEGAN by reviewing the riot 
at Ephesus, last Sunday’s lesson. 
As soon as the mob quieted down Paul 
said good-bye to the Christians and 
went on his way. This was the third 
missionary journey, you know. 

Fatty showed on the map where Paul 
went, tying the shoe-string along from 
Ephesus, through Macedonia, down to 
Corinth, back to Philippi, across to 
Troas, and finally to Ephesus again. (1) 

Teacher told us a few of the events 
that took place on the journey, then 
asked Bert how long Paul stopped this 
time at Ephesus. 

_ But he didn’t catch Bert napping. No, 
sir. 

“Paul didn’t go to Ephesus at all,” 
said Bert. “He didn’t have time, for 
he wanted to be in Jerusalem for the 
day of Pentecost, and if he let that ship 
go on without him he didn’t know when 
| he’d catch another. Traveling those 
; days was worse than our street-car ser- 
| vice on North Seventeenth street is.” 
| The ship stopped at Miletus to un- 
| load and load up again, so Paul had 
| the leaders of the Ephesian church come 
| down there to see him. It was about 
twenty miles, but they didn’t care. (2) 

They had a farewell service there on 
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the beach, something like the one teacher 
told about at Delftshaven when the 
Pilgrim Fathers set sail from Holland. 
he rest of the questions were on the 
speech Paul made to them. Bulldog’s 
art was to tell how faithful and active 
aul had been. He read verses nine- 
teen to twenty-one, and twenty-six to 
twenty-seven, where it says Paul had 
done his whole duty every way he knew 
how to do it, with all his heart, no mat- 
ter how much opposition he met, and 
that his conscience was clear. 

My question was a hard one. Paul 
said in verse twenty-one that he 
preached repentance toward God and 
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. I 
had to tell why he left out the cruci- 
fixion and resurrection. He put that in 
everywhere else. Mother finally helped 
me by explaining that Paul gives here 
only man’s part in salvation. When he 
first preached there, of course, he told 
about Jesus. Later on he found the 
great trouble was not to get people to 
understand God’s part, but to get them 
to do their part, just as it is to-day. So 
he made that his main point from then 
on. 

Paul seemed to think the main thing 
in life is to do what God gives you to 
do. That’s what Fred got out of verse 
twenty-four. With Paul, of course, it 
was preaching the Gospel. Teacher 
thinks if God calls any of ys to the 
ministry, and we refuse, no matter how 
much we succeed in some other calling, 
our life will be a failure in God’s sight. 

He says if you hire a cook to get 
meals for the family and she insists on 
spending all her time firing the furnace 
and cleaning the basement you wouldn’t 
be satisfied, no matter how good a chore 
boy she made. 

But he believes God calls men to other 
things besides the ministry. God needs 
doctors, lawyers, business men, teachers, 
men for all kinds of necessary work. 
If we do what we believe God wants 
us to do, and do our best for him where 
he puts us, that is success, and “finish- 
ing our course with joy.” (3) 

Bumps had the question about what 
wolves meant in verse twenty-nine. He 
said he guessed it must be men who 
would teach wrong ideas and lead the 
Christians away ‘from simple faith in 
Christ, like Dowey, Mrs. Eddy, ete. 
Some Christians surely got bit by those 
wolves, anyway. (4) 

Questions for next Sunday are: 


Where was Paul beaten with rods? 

Where was Paul in prison? 

Where was Paul stoned? 

What journeys had Paul made? 

Where was Paul in peril by his own 
countrymen? 

Where was Paul in peril from the 
Gentiles ? 

Where was Paul in danger from false 
brethren? 


Teaching Hints from Pucker 

Beginning. 

Review riot at Ephesus. 
Explanation. 

Trace Paul’s journey on map. 

Why could he not stop at Ephesus on 
the return? 

How did he say good-bye to them? 

How faithful and active had Paul 
been? 

Why did he leave out the crucifixion 
and resurrection? 

What did Paul think the main thing 
in life? 

What did Paul mean by wolves? 
A pplication. 

Joy of doing our best. 

True success is doing God’s will. 

Self-sacrifice wins love. 

Terre Haute, Inp. 
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Mr. Phili 
into a little book nearly one hundred and 
fifty of the brief prayers that have ap- 
peared in his weekly articles for super- 
intendents. With each prayer is a 
reference to the Scripture upon which 
the thought of the prayer.centers.. It 
may be obtained: from: The ~Sunday 
Scheel Times-.Company for 50- cents, 
postpaid. : 





E. Howard has gathered | 
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| 
For Family Worship | 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





oe a}! family worship is occupying 
the thoughts of the leaders of the 
Christian Church is evident from a per- 
usal of the reports appearing in the 
ye of the doings of the various re- 
igious assemblies and associations. The 
lax moral tone said to prevail among 
the young people of the country is due, 
it is stated, to the lack of family prayer. 
An earnest and important call has gone 
out to the British people to revive in 
the home of the land family prayers. 
It is generally felt, and rightly so, that 
the prosperity of the Church and of 
the nation is bound up in family religion. 
Every home thus laying stress upon the 
observance of household worship adds 
considerably to the well-being of the 
community. The head of every home 
might well have as his motto “As for 
2 my house, we will serve the 
r 


I am grateful for testimony to the 
helpfulness of our Family Worship Col- 
umn to those who use it in their homes. 
Help us still further to increase the 
usefulness of our space by sending sug- 
gestive hints as to your methods and 
ways of conducting Family Worship. 


August 21 to 27 


Mon.—Acts 20;1-6. Revisiting Macedonia. 
“Where He leads me I wilf follow” 
seems to have been Paul’s determina- 
tion. He knew that only just so far 
as he was in the line of the Divine will 
was he in the sweep of the Divine | 
power. We may take our own way and | 
miss His blessing. | 


PrayvER SUGGESTIONS: Pray  for' 
all the young men and young women | 
of this great country. Too many of | 
them are placing emphasis upon the 
wrong things. The hope vf our church- 
cs is in the young of the land; let us 
be earnest in our intercession on their 
behalf. 


Tues.—Acts 20:7-15. Farewell Service at 
Troas. 





What passion and fire there must 
have been in that heart that could keep 
the lips eloquent so long. What the 
unrecorded discourse was about we are 
not told, but we may be assured Christ 
and his resurrection formed the major 
part. 


Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for 
our farmers and agricultural laborers 
and those who gather in the precious 
fruits of the earth. Pray that all who 
till the soil may be led to know him 
who “giveth seed to the sower and 
bread to the eater.” Let us pray for 
a sufficient harvest. 


Wed.—Acts 20: 16-27. Journeying to 


Jerusalem. 
“Bound in the spirit.” There is the 
secret. As his great Master before him, | 


he steeled his face to go to Jerusalem. 
What a prospect! bonds and afflictions, 
yes, and perchance death itself; but 
these are welcome if he may but ac- 
complish the ministry he has received 
of the Lord. Glorious abandon. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that | 
you may be braced up to face all the | 
persecutions and trials which your loy- 
alty to Christ may cause to come to you. | 
Pray for those who despitefully use and | 
speak evil of you. Remember you are | 
in the noble line of the prophets and | 
martyrs who nave preceded you. 
Thurs.—Acts 20 : 28-38. Exhortation to 

Overseers. 

The flock of God is precious to him 
because of its relation to God and there- 
fore it should be the concern of all 
whom the Lord has appointed as over- 
seers to guard well his own, preserv- 
ing the Church from false teaching, 
guarding her doctrines and remaining 
loyal amid persecution. 

Prayer Succestions: Let us unite 
our hearts to-day for blessing upon 
God’s Ward*in all heathen lands..-Pray 
Him''to wmcrease the number of workers | 








in His fields, to bless all native preach- 
ers and evangelists and pastors, and for 
the establishment in the faith of all won 
to Christ from heathenism. 


Fri.—Eph. 3: 14-21. Prayer for Ephesians. 


What great prayers Paul prayed! 
There was nothing niggardly or ped- 
dling about them. This is a massive 
prayer. The burden of it is for spirit- 
ual blessing which is the best blessing 
of all. There is an inexhaustible ful- 
ness in God which all our praying can 
never exhaust. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray _ that 
God’s Word may run and be glorified. 
For the International Bible Reading As- 
sociation. For Sunday-school work in 
all its Capereneets. and for the readers 
of The Sunday School Times, that the 
members of this great circle may know 
the power_of the new life. 

Sat.—Eph. 4: 17-32. Putting on the New Man. 

It is not enough to be negative Chris- 
tians and “put off” corrupt principles. 
Our Christianity is a positive thing and 
we must be actuated by gracious doings. 
The “New Man” lives the life of right- 
éousness and holiness in imitation of 
him who hath foreordained that we 
should be conformed to his likeness. 


Prayer SuccesTions: Seck grace to 
give to Christ the pre-eminence in all 
things. To let him be first in the home, 
heart, business or school; in affections 
and thought, in recreation, and among 
companions. Pray for an undivided 
heart well-pleasing to him. 


Sun.—2 Tim. 4: 6-8, 14-18. Paul’s Expectation. 


The reward was to Paul an incentive 
and not a motive. We miss much from 


| our Christian life and service if we do 


not at some time or other look forward 
to the hour when from the pierced hand 
of Christ we shall receive the glittering 
crown. 

for 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray 
a speedy settlement of the differences of 
the warring nations. Pray for those in 
all the nations who have the guiding of 
the conflict; and that if war must go 
on it may be with the minimum destruc- 
tion of human life. Our panting hearts 
ery for Peace. 


New York City. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, August 27 


Carelessness versus Thoughtfulness 
(Heb. 2: 1-7). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
caantiben-** wal indifference (Matt. 25 :1- 
I 


3. 
Tues.—No interest (Acts 18 : 12-17). 
.—Dead in materialism (Matt. 22: 1- 


14). 
Thurs.—Consider! (Matt. 6 : 26-34.) 
Fri.—Learn! (Prov. 6 : 6-11.) 
Sat.—Meditate! (Psa. 119: 15, 90, 148.) 











What are some evils of carelessness? 
What subjects demand our best thought? 
How can we form habits of attention? 


HE wilful preference of evil is per- 

haps not responsible for as much 
damage to men’s souls as two other 
things. One is moral self-deception, by 
which men who could not bring them- 
selves to choose evil deliberately let 
themselves go in wrong ways by devices 
which salve the conscience. The other 
is indifference, carelessness, moral 
apathy, due either to torpor of will or 
to false ideas. “ 


Torpor:of will makes some people 
careless, They lack moral resistance 
and energy. It is easier for them to 
yield to moral gravitation than to re- 
sist it. Heredity and environment are 
convenient and welcome scapegoats to; 
such people. They are glad to lay off | 
responsibility upon them: They are 
sorry for some of their instincts, ‘but 
they were. inherited and ‘they wish they 


had capacities and energies which oth- 
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ers have, but these others were more 
fortunate in their training and atmos- 
phere. But God and the regenerated 
will into which Christ has come laugh 
at heredity and environment. For them 
old things are passed away. All things 
are become new. 


False ideas are called upon to justif 
much modern indifference. Broad- 
mindedness, tolerance, charity, the 
thought of God as too good-natured to 
notice, and of religion as genial forget- 
fulness of all that it isn’t pleasant to 
remember, are put to such good use that 
no lie or lust need lack a cosy hiding- 
place. “All will come out somehow,” 
the modern shallow soul argues if he is 
awake, or he murmurs in his moral 
doze, “All will come out somehow.” 

+4 

As “Achates” wrote in a letter to the 
“New York Sun” about his friend 
“Amaturus,” “He has a conscience but 
he does not bother others with it. He 
believes he has a soul but he does not 
allow it to bother him.” This is the 
frame of mind from which our present- 
day indifference springs. 


And this frame of mind simply means 
that the spiritual values and obligations 
are gone and that life is a matter of 
its mere animal processes and sensual 
indulgences. Is our life ever let down 
to this level? 

< 

We may be sure that somebody has 
to pay for carelessness. It is sure to 
cause care to some heart. A boy was 
arrested some time ago in New York 
City for assaulting a nurse on a lonely 
street and stealing her pocket-book. He 
was seventeen years old. In his pocket 
was the following letter: 


“My Daritne Boy: 

“Your letter received, and you 
can imagine the joy your poor mother 
felt at your having a good position. 
Vivian, try hard and hold your position, 
and some day you and your mother and 
little sister will. all have a home_to- 
gether. Above all things, dear, keep 
out of bad company. Try hard and lead 
a straight, upright existence’ and you 
will surely succeed. 

“Little Venetia sends her love, and 
she got you a large valentine, which I 
will give you when I see you again. 
The poor little thing is very proud of 
her big brother. Dearest, it is growing 
late, so I will close. May God guide 
you and keep you from all harm. 

“MorTHER.” 


He had not cared, but how about his 
mother ? 

4 

“God cares.” That is one of the 
noblest things we can say of God. 

“I don’t care.” That is one of the 
saddest things a man can say about 
himself. 

“ 

What we need in America to-day is 
to be shocked out of our easy goingness 
by the lighting of the living and loving 
care of Christ. 

*T know of a land that knows a lord 

That’s neither brave nor true; 

But I know of a sword, a sword, a sword 

Can cut a chain in two. 

Its edge is sharp and its blade is broad; 


I know of a sword, a sword, a swor 
Will cut a chain in two. 


“TI know of a land that’s sunk in shame 
And hearts that faint and tire, 
And I know of a name, a name, a name 
Can set the land on fire. 
Its sound is a brand, its letters flame; 
know of a name, a name, a name 
Will set the land on fire. 


“T know of hearts that loathe the wrong, 
That still are leal and true; 
And I know of a song, a song, a song 
Can break a fetter through. 
Oh, you who long, and long, and long, 
I'll give you a song, a song, a son 
Will break your fetters through. 


New York Cry. 


“How to Speak Without Notes”-is a 
clear, brief, practical address by Robert 
E. Speer, one of the strongest, most ex- 
perienced public speakers of -our time. 
It may be had for 20 cents, postpaid, 
from The ‘Sunday School Times Co., 
103t Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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LESSON FOR AUG. 27 (Acts 20 : 16-38) 





| Children at Home | 


In the Cellar 
By Nancy Byrd Turner 


ARGERY, crouching behind a big 
box, heard the cellar door slam 
hard behind the other children as they 
rushed out after looking for her in vain. 
She laughed to think what a clever hid- 
ing-place she had chosen, and crept 
softly across the dim cellar to the door. 
“T’ll make a dash for the attic, now, 
and keep them guessing,” was her glee- 
ful thought as she groped for the knob 
and gave a shove. But the door would 
not open. She shoved again, then threw 
her whole weight against it, papting and 
puffing; but still it did not yield. No 
matter what she did nor how hard she 
tried, there was not an inch gained. In 
fact, the door -was wedged fast, for a 
long rain had swelled the wood, and 
Bob and Kitty, slamming it behind 
them, had done the rest. 

Margery sat down on the step with 
a little grunt. She wanted to cry, but 
that did not seem a very wise thing to 
do, somehow. “Maybe I can open the 
door on the other side,” she thought, 
presently, and began feeling her way 
again through the gloom. A huge pile 
of coal had to be crossed to reach the 
other wall, and when she had climbed 
over it some way, it was only to find the 
door locked, with the key gone. 

As Margery, breathing hard, clam- 
bered across the black heap again, some- 
thing soft and silent and furry scram- 
bled past her. “Oh,” she cried with a 
little shriek, “if that was a rat, I must 
cry!” An instant later, though, a soft 
mew made her laugh: aloud, for she 
knew the furry thing to be Tips the cat, 
who had run.in.after the children and 
been trapped. like herself. It was lovely 
to have company, and she grabbed and 














As the acorn grows to 
the mighty oak, so children, 
when rightly nourished, grow 


to be sturdy men and women. 


Good flavor and the es- 
sential nourishing elements for 
mental and physical develop- 
ment of children are found in 


the famous food— 


Grapc-Nuts 


Made of whole wheat and 
malted barley, this pure food 
supplies all the nutriment of 
the grains in a most easily di- 
gested form. 


It does the heart good to 
see little folks enjoy Grape- 
Nuts and cream. 


“ There’s a Reason ” 
i Sold by Grocers. 
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held him tight. “Miaou!” cried Tips, 
dolefully, to let her know the state of 
affairs, after which he seemed quite 
content for a while. ‘ 

Margery sat on the step holding him, 
expecting every moment to hear Bob 
and Kitty racing back to look the cellar 
through once more. But they did not 
come, and it grew even darker as day- 
light faded outside. After a while 

argery began to call. She called 
everybody in the family; but it was 
very silent upstairs and nobody an- 
swered. 

At last the supper-bell rang, and 
Tips, knowing the sound, stopped purr- 
ing and grew restless. The bell made 
Margery very hungry, too, and when 
she heard a pega of feet overhead 
she felt that she could not wait another 
second. 

“Mother !” she called, “Father! Frank! 
Agnes! Kitty and Bob!” But her lit- 
tle shrill voice was not strong, and after 
every name Tips gave a loud “Miaou!” 
so that it all ran together, somehow; 
anyway, nobody replied. 

he could hear the chairs scrape back 


and dishes begin to clink. Part of the. 


talk she could not hear, but now and 
then a sentence was quite plain. “Have 
some strawberry jam,” said Brother 


Frank’s big voice, once, and a big tear | | 


rolled down Margery’s cheek and 
dropped on Tips’ ear. How sad that 
they should have strawberry jam for 


tea on the night that she was caught | 


in the cellar! 

“Where’s Margery?” father’s voice 
said, and Margery’s heart leapt. But it 
sank again, for, though she could not 
catch mother’s answer, she knew what 
it was. Mother thought her at grand- 
ma’s, where she took so many teas. And 
there sat absent-minded Bob and Kitty, 
not thinking about a thing but their 
supper! 

“Mother!” called Margery for the 
tenth time, shrilly. “Frank!” 


“Miaou!”. wailed Tips, dolefully, 
smelling supper _ strongly. “Miaou, 
miaou !” a 

Upstairs. Brother Frank laughed. 


“The cat’s in the cellar,” he said. “Who 
put her in?” 

Margery called his name again, but 
her voice was getting hoarse. “Never 
mind, Tips,” he called back, “you shall 
be let out after a while!” 

But after a while seemed far off to 
the little prisoner. She thought of 
knocking,—but no, they would take it 
for Tips bumping about. To keep her 
spirits up she began to hum a little tune, 
scarcely knowing what it was. “I’m a 
tiny seedling,” she sang, “in the dark, 
dark ground!” Tips purred a soft bass, 
and her voice mounted high and clearer 
as she vent on. 

“I’m a little seedling,” she began 
again, when suddenly the door flew open 
and Brother Frank swooped down on 
her and swung her, cat and all, to his 
big shoulder. “Well, of all the girls!” 
he cried, “sitting here in this black hole 
singing like a canary bird!” He was in 
the dining-room with half a dozen 
strides. “Look what I’ve found! Nose 
and chin a bit smutty, dress black, cat 
black, but just as good as new!” 

Five minutes later, when Margery, 
washed and brushed, was enjoying but- 
tered bread spread thick with red jam, 
and Tips lapped a bowl of cream on the 
floor, she said, “But how did you ever 
find out I wasn’t a cat?” 

“If you’d kept on calling wé couldn’t 
have found out,” mother explained, 
lovingly. “Sounds don’t come up from 
the cellar as well as they go down to 
it. But you sang, you see.” 

“And we knew,” broke in Bobby, 
“that Tips couldn’t turn a tune if he 
tried.” 

“And if I'd cried,” said Margery 
thoughtfully, “you’d never have told me 
from the cat, and there I’d be now. I 
guess singing is always best when you’re 
in a cellar.” 

Boston. 
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“Pleasant Sunday Afternoons for the 


Children” may be secured for So‘cts.; post- 
paid, from. The Sunday School Times Co. 











Which Children Get Tonight 


Perhaps a million children this summer night will sup on a dish like this. It is 
Puffed Wheat or Puffed Rice—the bubble-like grains—in a bowl of milk or cream. 


The dish used to be bread and milk. Sometimes it was crackers. Now it 
is whole grains, because whole grains are better. And those airy, toasted, flaky 
grains are made four times as porous as bread. 


Not Merely Delightful 


Puffed Grains are served because children enjoy them. 
go back to homely grain foods when they once taste these nut-like tit-bits. 


But there are other and greater reasons. Children need whole grains, rich in 
elements which white flour lacks. 


digestible. 


That is what Prof. A. P, Anderson has accomplished in these foods. Every 
food cell is steam exploded. Every atom of the whole grain feeds. That is true of 
no other form of grain food. 

Please remember that. Your doctor will confirm it. If you want easy, com- 
plete digestion—if you want the whole grain made available—you should serve 
wheat and rice in puffed form. 





ing. See directions on the package. Puffed grains are both foods and confections. 
Between meals, children love to eat them dry—like peanuts. 





Sunset Dish 


They don’t like to 


And those whole grains should be wholly 


At Noon 


When you serve ice cream, 
try scattering Puffed Rice on it. 
The finest chefs do this now. 
The grains are fragile, crisp and 
flaky. The taste is like toasted 


nuts. 


Use them also in candy mak- 








Puffed Wheat “=” 12c 
Puffed Rice 


Corn Puffs — Bubbles of Corn Hearts — 15c 


wet 15¢ 








At 


In the morning serve with sugar 
and cream, or mixed with any fruit. 
Serve a different Puffed Grain each 


morning. Every pantry shelf in suramer 


should contain 


fast dainties, Puffed Grains hold 


supreme place. 


Morn 





all three. As break- 





Nothing compares with them. 


The Quaker Oats @mpany 
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“You simply must 
do something 
for your nerves!” 


RDINARILY they get 

enough nourishment from the 
regular diet. But the distraction 
of overwork or worry has exhausted 
this supply. And now they are 
starving. They must be fed 
more of their vital foods, particu- 
larly phosphorus, as your doctor 
will tell you. 


But Sanatogen is not only a 
mere means of giving this phos- 
phorus — Sanatogen gives it “in 
such a form,” as Dr. C. W. Sa- 
leeby says, “that the nervous sys- 
tem can actually fake hold of it.” 
That is why Sanatogen has been 

" $o eagerly wekcomey b by physicians 
and why so many thousands of 
them have gladly written letters 
commending this and others of 
Sanatogen’s unusual virtues. 


Dr. E. Persichetti, Physician to 
the Queen Mother of Italy, writes: 


*I have used Sanatogen in sev- 
eral cases of neurasthenia, and in 
every case the nervous symptoms 
were greatly diminished.” 


Sir Gilbert Parker writes : 


*Sanatogen is a true food-tonic, 
feeding the nerves, and givin 
fresh energy to, the overworke 
body and ain 







if 4 wondering if 
Sanat e. “Tally do this for 
you, = “\the one e thing 





FREE SAMPLE OFFER 


Pewee “Sanstogen, aloo Richard Peel fe 
Sage 0 heoktet fhe acto Lime.” telling 
of Sanatogen’s 


THE BAUER Se CHEMICAL. Co., 
26-G Irving Place, - New York 








Sanatogen is Grand Prize, 

sold by good International 
everywhere. a. 

= from Medicine, 


London, 1913 
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At Princeton Conference 
( Continued from page 488) 


who went away from Princeton Con- 
ference hungry and dissatisfied, who have 
since found Christ in his fulness. And 
there were others who did not get to the 
conference at all, but who were prayed 


‘| for there and have been caught in the 


same marvelous stream of power. 

Let me quote from a letter that a 
young college girl wrote to her brother 
while he was attending the conference: 


“I know just why you are eager 
for mec to go to the conference. You 
think that I need it—that I am not 
right. Probably not; but Princeton 
is not what I need to set me straight. 
The answers to my problems are in 
my own heart, and depend on the 
attitude of my heart toward the Lord. 
But what I want is not to be found in 
the message of the conference. I 
have proved to myself that I have 

* never had what you and a very few 
others have. I do not believe that I 
am capable of having. it...I ama 
common, ordinary, natural Christian, 
and I feel that. I love the Lord truly 
and want to serve Him in what I do. 
I am sorry to grieve you, whom I 
love so dearly, but I must tell you 
that if I come to Princeton I shall 
not receive what you want me to.” 


She did not come to the conference. 
But God sent one of the young women 
from the conference to her home. They 
slept together on the Sunday night after 
the conference, but before they slept, 
they talked and prayed. 

On Monday morning, with a new, 


radiant face, this young woman put her | 


arms about her brother as he came 
down the stairs and said, “I have got- 
ten what you wanted me to have.” 
Before I close this sketch of the sort 
of things God has done and is doing in 
answer to the prayers of The Sunday 


\|:;School Times readers and of many 


others, let us follow two or three of the 
delegates who went from the 

rejoicing in God’s victory. One young 
woman who a year before at the con- 
ference gave God a broken, dissatisfied 
life—full’ of doubt, turning to Chris- 
tian Science and other vagaries,—and 
received in return the Life: that 
Christ, this year not only helped others 
into that new life, but went from the 
conference with a new joy in the bold- 
ness God was giving her in witnessing. 
She left home on Friday for a little 
trip, spoke to a man,on the train about 
Christ, in the evening led a young Chris- 
tian into the life of full surrender and 
trust. The next day she spoke to two 
unsaved girls, and one of them ac- 
cepted Christ; and another Christian 
was led out into victory. That night 


the Holy Spirit laid upon her a great 


burden for souls and a hunger for God’s 
Word and prayer. She rose at two 
o’clock in the morning and for two 
hours had a precious time with God. 
She asked him for an opportunity to 
witness the next morning. Her grand- 
father, who was superintendent of a lit- 
tle mission Sunday-school, asked her if 
she would speak at the school. The re- 
sult was that four gave their lives to 
Christ and accepted him as their Vic- 
tory. Among the four was her grand- 
father. 

Another young woman who had been 
greatly used at the conference remained 
for several days in the East before re- 
turning home, aud the result was a half 
dozen or more unsaved girls won to 
Christ, and a score of Christians led out 
into a life of surrender and victory. 

A young pastor who, although trust- 
ing Christ for victory, received at the 
1916 conference a clearer vision of what 
it all meant, held an echo service in his 
little church on the Sunday following 
the conference, with sixty-six present. 
Five of his young people who had been 
at Princeton gave their testimony. It 
was a church that had seen much of 
God’s great power in revivals, and in 
the winning of souls, but never was the 
presence of God so manifested. At the 
close of the service thirteen surrendered 
utterly to God, and accepted his gift of 


victory, while two others expressed a 
willingness to surrender and to receive 
everything that-God had for. them, 
though not fully laying hold of the 
miracle of faith by which the fulness of 
the Spirit is appropriated. 


On every hand, wherever I come in 
contact with the Princeton delegates, 
there are these stories of His miracle- 
working power. Is it not one of the 
signs of a quickening that will call out 
Christians here and there from the 
whole church who will boldly claim 
this supernatural Life,—which is open 
to every Christian who will yield all and 
then accept all as an outright gift ‘from 
God. For the eyes of .God are still 
going to and fro throughout the whole 
earth to find men and women to whom 
he dare entrust more power than at this 
moment he dares to entrust to any hu- 
man being. 

PHILADELPHIA. 








Books Worth Noting | 





Religious Interviews.—The “Religious 
Interview” plan of personal work be- 
gan in the Cleveland Young Men’s 
Christian Association a few years ago, 
when in a series of special addresses 
to educational class students, over one 
hundred young men signed cards ex- 
pressing a desire to begin the Christian 
life. It was decided to have them meet 
carefully chosen Christian laymen for 





is | 


interviews regarding their personal re- 
| ligious problems. This new application 
of personal soul-winning has become an 
important method in the religious 
work of the Association, and a com- 
mission was appointed, including Fred 
S. Goodman, chairman of the Re- 
ligious Work Department,.to study the 
“Interview Method.” The results. of 
the study, including reports from: forty- 
five Associations, are given inthis pam- 
phiet, which discusses why the method is 
needed, its purpose, how Associations 
can use it and make it. effective, and 
lessons from experience. It will be seén 
that this method may have a far wider 
application than the Young Men’s Chris- 
| tian Association. (Association Press, 
New York. City, 15 cents each, $1 per 
dozen copies.) 


“Go to Church” Sunday.—Have you 
received any letters with a “Go to 
Church” stamp on them? The Ameri- 
can Tract Society has issued a stamp 
(1% x 1% inches) on which is pictured 
a neat design of an entrance to a 
church, with worshippers going up the 
steps, and a message at the top, “Go to 
Church Next Sunday.” This is re- 
inforced by a reference, “Isa. 2: 3.” 
This text, only the reference to which 
is given on the stamp, reads: “And 
many peoples shall go and say, Come ye, 
and let us go up to the mountain of 
Jehovah, to the house of the God of 
Jacob; and he will teach us his ways, 
and we will walk in his paths: for out 
of Zion shall go forth the law, and the 
word of Jehovah from Jerusalem.” The 
stamps are designed to be used in corre- 
spondence on the envelope flap, and are 
furnished at just about cost, 15 cents 
for one hundred, and $1 per thousand. 
They may be ordered from the Ameri- 
can Tract Society, Park Avenue and 
goth Street, New York City. Any 
profit accruing from these is used for 
creating Christian literature in the 
Spanish language for Latin America. 
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BIBLE COLLEGE 
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 
SCHOOL OF MISSIONS 
National, Evangelical, Interdenomi- 
ational, Vocational, Cultural. A 
school for the development of Chris- 
Ay tian leadership. Courses of college 

grade. Faculty of leaders and _ 
cialists. New fire-proofbuilding with 
dormitories. Tuition free. Address 


Dean Nathan R. Wood, Gordon Bible College, Boston 





































OME-MAKING. THE NEW paoression is a 100-pp. il- 
lustrated handbook—it's ome study 
Domestic Science courses. For ee making, teach- 
ing and well-paid positions. AMERICAN SCHOOL OF 
Home Economics, soz W: 69th St., Cuicaco, Itt. 
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vanish quickly after =pailying the 
powerfully efficient antiseptic lini- 


ment Absorbine, Jr. Don’t experi- 
ment—use Absorbine Jr., first, which 
saves time and money— 


a few 
corsa asia soa 
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$1. 00 a bottle at druggists 
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on receipt of 10 cents in stamps. 


W. F. YOUNG, P.D.F. 
291 Temple St., Springfield, 
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Church Organs 


Latest Approved Methods. 
Grade Only. 


Main Office and Works *°"*.s.°"™ 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 


postage: 

$1.00 Five or more copies, either 
° to separate addresses or ina 

package to one address, $1 each, per year. 


$1 50 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per year. One copy, five years, $6. 


A One free copy ad- 
Free Copies ditional will be al- 


lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Univer- 
sal Postal Union at the following rate, which 
includes postage: 

One copy, one yéar, 6 shillings 

Five or more copies, in a package to one 
address, 5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 
21 Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive 
yearly or half-yearly subscriptions at the 
above rate, the paper to be mailed direct 
from Philadelphia to the subscribers. Mr. 
Downie can also supply the other publica- 
tions of The Sunday School Times Company. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











